07/31/90

APPLICATION NO. 54003

G . PROTESTEDBY =~ . . = . .| DATE
Us. GOVERNMENT, BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEM ENT 07/23/90
ARNOLD, DOLORES A. 07/16/90
'HAVENS, JOHN A. and VIVIAN A. 07/16/90
< HILL, HARRY JAMES 07/16/90
/ McKROSKY, WANDA 07/16/90
DATE: qr 2 / ' E | WADSWORTH. JOHN M. 07/16/90
' LAS VEGAS VALLEY FLY FISHING CLUB 07/13/90
McKAY, JOHN R, : 07/13/90
PIOCHE TOWN BOARD 07/13/90
e EDWARDS, IRVIN BAKER 07/12/90
KIRKEBY RANCH 07/12/90
PANACA IRRIGATION CO. 07/12/90
THE TOIYABE CHAPTER OF THE SIERRA CLUB 07/12/90
ELDRIDGE, MARY R. 07/11/90
LOVE, DR. DAN A. 07/11/90
MOSLEY, MARY 07/11/90
THE CITY OF CALIENTE 07/11/90
EASTERN UNIT, NEVADA CATTLEMEN'S ASSOCIATION |07/10/90
BIDART BROTHERS 07/09/90
FREE, LORY M. 07/09/90
HACKETT, HELEN 07/09/90
HANSON, JOAN F. 07/09/90
LEAVITT, ALTON'C. 07/09/90
= LEE, JAMES I. 07/09/90
‘ MARQUEZ, CHUCK 07/09/90
O’CONNOR, HELEN 07/09/90
THE COUNTY OF WHITE PINE and THE CITY OF ELY _ |07/09/90
THE COUNTY OF WHITE PINE and THE CITY OF ELY __ |07/09/90
THE MOAPA BAND OF PAIUTE INDIANS 07/09/90
TOMLINSON, TONYAK. 07/09/90
U.S. FISH & WILDLIFE SERVICE 07/09/90
COUNTY OF NYE 07/06/90
DAY, RUTHERFORD 07/06/90
HANNIG, MAX 07/06/90
JENSEN, LEE 07/06/90
U.S. DEPT. OF INT., NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 07/06/90
THE UNINCORPORATED TOWN OF PAHRUMP 07/05/90
HIGDON,BONNIE J. 107/02/90




- 1st extension

No. 54003 2 of @ parewled QT 17 1989

Indexed under Well Log
Name of applicant
Map Basin |O - |84
Stream SPRING VALLEY
Township Range County LINCOLN
Point of diversion 1/4 1/4 Section

Applicant L. AS VEGAS VALLEY WATER DISTRICT

Source of Water

UNDERGROUND

Returned for correction

Abrogated by

Corrected application received

Map filed

Sent for publication

Proof of publication filed

Investigated on ground by

Protested

Ready for action

Approved

Denied

PROOF OF

COMMENCEMENT

PROOF OF PROOF OF
COMPLETION BENEFICIAL USE CULTURAL MAP

Date due

2nd extension

Date filed

Filed under map

CERTIFICATE NO.

ISSUED AMOUNT

Use

COMPUTER
CHECK

File Entry

Publication Permit Certificate

ADDRESS

65 SP74108



IN THE OFFICE OF THE STATE ENGINEER OF THE STATE OF NEVADA

54003

asvscssestasevercecasrstasesy

IN THE MATTER OF APPLICATION NUMBER

FiLep sy. 28 _Vegas Valley Water District

PROTEST

on._October 17, 19..89, 10 APPROPRIATE THE

WaTERs of... Underground Well

Comes now._ U:S. Government, Bureau of Land Management
Printed or typed name of protestant
whose post office address is.._Star Route 5, Box 1, Ely, Nevada 89301
Street No. or PO, Box, City, State and Zip Code
whose occupation is Land Manaﬁement Agency

» and protests the granting
of Application Number 54003 filed on October 17, ,19.89

by Las Vegas Valley Water District to appropriate the
Underground Source (well) Printed or typed name of applicant

watersof...T: 8 N., R. 68 E., Sec. 20, NWhNEk

Underground or name of stream, lake, spring or other source

situated in Lincoln

County, State of Nevada, for the following reasons and on the following grounds, to wit:

e 988 At tachment for Application  #54003

THEREFORE the protestant requests that the application be DENIED
(Denicd, issued subject to prior rights, etc., as the case may be)
and that an order be entered for such relief as the State Engineer deems just and proper.

Signed. e, -&Mlﬂ <£ QM\

Agent or.;romlln-;

Kenneth G. Walker, District Manager

Printed or typed name, if agent
Address SR 5, Box 1

Street No. or P.O, Box No.
Ely, Nevada 89301

City, State and ZIp Code No.

day of July

jﬂ A,/]n ' 2 @#—Q

Subscribed and sworn to before me this...2nd
/7




ATTACHMENT FOR FILING RS4Q23

The Bureau of Land Management (BLM), United States Department of the Interior
has been directed by Conqress through law to protect and manage certain public
lands of the Unites State=. Specifically, Congress instructed the BLIM in the
Federal Land Policy and Management Act(FLPMA) “...that management be an the
basis of multiple use and sustained yield...public lands he managed in a manner
that will protect the quality of scientific, scenic, historical, ecological,
enviranmental, air and atmospheric, water resource, and archeological values;
that, where appropriate, will preserve and pratect certain public lands 1n their
natural condition; that will provide food and habitat for fish and wildlife and
domestic animals; and that will provide for cutdoor recreation and human
occupancy and use..."

The multiple uses mentioned in FLPMA include, but are not limited, to recreatiaon,
range, timber, minerals, watershed, wildlife and fish, and natural scenic,
scientific and historical values.

In addition to FLPMA, the Taylor Grazing Act, The Recreatior and Public Purpeses
Act, The Wild and Free Roaming Horse and Burra Act, The tndangered Spec:ies Act,
The Public Rangelands Improvement Act, The Water Resources Act, and various otner
laws give the BLM the authority to manage the public lands and their various
resouries so that they are utilized in the combination that will best meet tre
present and future needs of the American people.

The apnlication of the Las Yegas Valley Water Department (LVYVWD) to the State
Engineer of Nevada to appropriate water on BLM administered land,1f appraved,
will prove to be detrimental to the public interest by eliminating the capability
to fulfill the legislated management responsibilities and is being protested
under MRS 533.365.

SPECIFIC IMPACTS FROM APPLICATION 454003

There are fifteen (15) waters that could be potentially impacted if this
application is granted. The demand which the ELM hac recognized on thece watlers
where the BLM has a responszibility to manage 1s: 1) 545 AUMs for deer, Z) 375
AUMs for antelope, 3) 2920 AUMs for livestock, and 4) 176 AUMs for wild horses.
The total AUM demand is 4016.

Of these 15 waters deer use 4, antelope use 13, livestock use 4 and wild horses
use 3. The ability of the BLM to meet thic demand will be 1impaired by the
granting of an appropriation to LVUVWD; therefore, it threatens 1ic orove
detrimental to the public interest.

CUMULATIVE AFFECTS OF APPLICATICN 54003

1. Application number 54203 in conjunction with applications 54006, 5400C4,
54005, 54007, 54008, 54009, 54010, 54011, 54012, 54013, 54014, 54015, 54014,
54017, 54018, 54019, 54020, and 54021 will withdraw 91,218 acre feet (AF) of
water if pumping occurs at the rates applied for, 24 hours per day, 365 days
per vyear. This withdrawal rate is 14,218 AF per year more than occurs
through natural recharge from precipitation and inflow from the Antelope




Yalley hydrographic arsa (Harr1il! 1988). Accerding to Dettinger (1729} the
perennial yield of an aquifer 1¢ the quantity of water which can be evtractied
for use each year without depleting the groundwater reservcir. The perennial
vield 1s no greater than tne total rate of flow through the aquifer and is
probably less (Dettinger 1989). Because more wate- will be withdrawn fromn
the Spring VYalley hydrugraphic area than is recharged ,a slow but continvous
decline 1n groundwater levels will occur. Also, groundwater withdrawal trom
the Spring Valley hydrographic area that exceeds natural recharge will
preclude the underground flow of 4,000 AF per rear from the Spring Valley
hydrographic area to the Snake Valley hydrographic area (Upper Hamlin
Valley). Numeraus large artisan springs are found in upper Hamlin Valley
(Hoed and Rush 19453, Pupacko et al. 1989) and elimination of the 4,000 afF
flow from Spring Valley to Hamlin Valley will, at the minimum, result in
decreased flows, and may dry up the springs entirely. Because of these
impacts and others not identifiable at this time, this application threatens
to prove detrimental to the public interest.

2. Application 54003 in conjunction with applications 54005, 54008, 549010,

54011, 54012, 54013, 54014, 54015, 54014, 54017, 54018, 54019, 54020, ang
54021 is positioned wi*hin the tringe of or just ocutside of a phreatic zone.
The point af diversion of application 54003 ailows the Las Vegas Valley Water
District to obtain groundwater befure it flows into the underground reservolt
and is transpired by the phreatic vegetation. Phreatic vegetation 1s
present on about 325,000 acres of bottomland 1n Spring Valley. Groundwater
modeling in Spring Valley for the White Pine Power Project Environmental
Impact Statement indicates that removal of 25,000 AF of groundwater per year
for 36 years will cause a general drawdaown of up to 40 feet throughout a
large portion of Spring Valley. Drawdown at individual points of diversicn
would be as great as 240 feet. The proposed withdrawal by the Las Vegas
Valley Water District is substant:ially greater than 25,000 AF, therefore, the
potential cumulative and specific well drawdowns will be substantially
greater. Groundwater withdrawal of this magnitude, both at individual points
ef diversicn and cumulative fram all the points of diversion mentioned above
will lower the water table below the rooting zone of the phreatic vegetation.
Soils 1n the basin floor of Spriny Valley are very alkalinejtherefore. littie
or no veqgetation will replace the salt tolerant phreatophytes.
Desertitication will reguce the forage and hapitat base for livestock ard
wildlife. Also, the aesthetic and biologic quality of the air resource will
decline because desertificat:un increases airborne particulates. Acute
problems will! cccur during periods of high winds. Because of these impacts
and others not i1dentifiable at this time, this application threatens to prove
detrimental to the public¢ :nterest.

The cumulative impact of application 354003 in conjunction with tne
aprlications mentioned in the abave paragraphs will have a negative impact
on the Pahrump Killifish, an endangered spectes found in the Shoshone Ponds.
According to the White Pine Power Project Environmental Impact Statement
withdrawing only 25,000 AF af water per year trom Spring Valley could
decrease the water temperature in the ponds to iess than optimum during tne
winter and spring months. [t 15 helieved that decreased water flows, because
of extensive withdrawal, and cold atmospheric temperatures during the winter
months will work together to drap the water temperature below the optimum
level needed for survival of the Killifish. The aforementioned EIS also
states that the United States Fish and Wildlife Service believes that pumping




©5,000 AF of groundwater per year 1n Spring VYalley will jeopardize the
cortinued existence of the Pahrump Ki1llifish. Because of these impacts and
otiers not identifiable at this time, this application threatens to prove
detrimental to the public interest.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION MAMDATORY

At this time, there is insufficient information available to completely'analyze
and determine the full impacts to the various resources that the BLM 1is
responsible to protect and manage. The actual impacts of the pumping of this
well in conjunction with the cumulative impacts of the Las Vegas Valley Water
Distr:icts’ other proposed wells cannot be fully determined until sufficient da‘a
has nevn collected and analyzed.

We, therefare, protest the granting of the water appropriation because neither
the State Engineer nor the Las Vegas Valley Water Department (LVVWD) has prepared
an analysis of all anticipated impacts associated with LVVWD’s applications. It
an analysis has been done, it has not been made available to the public ard
affected parties, and the failure to do so is not in the public interest as per
NRS 333.370.3. Because it is impossible to anticipate all impacts at this tiame,
the BLM reserves the right to amend this protest as other 1ssues develop and as
additional studies provide further information.

The Bureau is preparing notices of PWRs within tne area of protest. These noticses
will be based only on the needs appropriate under PWR-107 and will be sent to
the State Water Engineer over the next several months prior to adjudication.




IN THE OFFICE OF TrIE STATE ENGINEER OF THE STATE OF NEVADA

—

& Hogs
IN THE MATTER OF APPLICATION Numeer .

FiLep BY-MSM&MMM_, PROTEST R E C E 5 \/ E D

on...Octoker 17, 1989, 10 APPROPRIATE THE .
YUL 1 3 1990
Waters or..Underqround

Div. of Water Resources
Heunch Olfice - Las Vegas, NV

Comes now Nal g RS /—-) . A’Fx’l/r) éb'

Printed or ¢ name of protesiany

whose post office address Is»-&.&..aﬁ.?[ "Q%W

whose occupation Is ﬁ liR 2.

» and protests the granting
of Application Numbser.......s5.. 200 2 + filed on Octover 17 ' . 19,89
by.....12s Vegas Valley Water District 10 appropriate the
Priated or typed aame ol applicans
waters of Underground wmeeesituated in..... Lincoln

Uunuwdmumotnmu.hh.mh.womnm
County, State of Nevada, for the following reasons and on the foilowing grounds, to wit:

This application is one of 144 applications filed by the Las Vegas Valley

Water District seeking a combined appropriation of ground and surface water

for municipal use in the Las Vegas Valley Artesian Basin. Diversion and

export of such a quantity of water will deprive the gounty and area of origin y

of the water needed for its nment 11

unnecessarily destroy environmental, ecological, scenic and recreational

values that the State hold in trust for all its citizens.

\ .
Defiied
THEREFORE the protestant rcquesu. that the application be. Wented, boned S 2 e T s —
and that an order be entered for such relief as the State Engineer deems just and proper.

Muwmnm
' é’égz 22 L.
Address Sifent P.O. Box No.
Zpiarem RIS X

Cify, Suste nad 2ip Code No.

M o
Subscribed and sworn to before me thT / Vi 7day of. ~L L)Z—(, ID.C-Zp

e = - / /
FEW.  NOTARY PUBLIC ﬁv“é W
{50  STATE OF NEVADA Notary Publie

County of Lincoln " Stateof. Af 0,{_/7 Bz
Gail D. Armstrong ) -

. . PR SENN ) 4 J
Mv Annaintmant Evnfens e am. smmn =




IN THE OFFICE OF THE STATE ENGINEER OF THE STATE OF NEVADA

IN THE MATTER OF APPLICATION NUMBER m,

Fuep sy.Ias.Vegas Valley Water District
on...Qctober 17,

- PROTEST

19.89 +» TO APPROPRIATE THE

Warers or.. Underground

d Uidian A VNS

/ Printed or typed name of protestant

~~Hose post office address is ,D’O' 507( <68 (7/4//5147(2, Ny é’?d&’f

Sireet No. or P.O. Box, Clty, State and Zip Codae |
whose occupation is S E312uR ANt owner Supcavisor Y R Contesc

Comes Now ...

and protests the granting

of Application Number S4Q003 filed on October 17 . 19 89

by Las Vegas Valley Water District to appropriate the
Printed or typed name of applicant

waters of Underground situated in....... incoln

Underground or name of stream, lake, spring or other source

S 7 2 2 Y= W 7 x@dwwmww

~Gaphipientitie aand. dediedlad Mﬁmmwwk A Gread  RF -
.CW. %%w“%u ....... 2 Baaciam o, 4#471&4&@%—@4@ %A@g_ﬂu
Leuer) eha soatin, fkéé{.ay:étl—fa.a.& ..ﬂk.?ﬁ'.—.‘—.é’.v%_# o fas et

@MW« WWM WMLMM Wi

THEREFORE the protestant requests that the application be. Denied
{Denied, issued subject to prior rights, etc., as the case may be)

and that an order be entered for such relief as the State Engineer deems just and proper.

Signed... mﬁW

Agent or proiestant

Wi A. XY

Printed or typed name, if agent

Address D 0: Bax “LEY

Street No. or P.O. Box No.

(‘@//g'nfa, M. 8920 F

City, State and Zip Code No.

Subscribed and sworn to before me this......../¢ {h.day of

v . o

i e 1 !
5 5 ,f“‘?\ MO T IR0 n Notary Public




IN THE OFFICE OF TrlE STATE ENGINEER OF THE STATE OF NEVADA

IN THE MATTER OF APPLICATION Numnm__,
FiLED BY.LRSWMEW PROTEST

on.. October 17, 1989 . 1o ArrrorriaTa ™E

Warters or..Underground

Comes now /L/N-\/ dmmes /L/[[

whose post office address Is P Q. @0}( / 3 i o V. "7/? é# ;§7L Za.na.Ca.., 4{’2 &9
" whose occupation is ; é e / A %z e , b d r" + and protests the granting

of Appiication Number.-2 yOOS o filed on October 17 . 19, 89
by Las Vegas Valley Water District . to appropriate the
| Printed or typed namae of applicant
watersof .. Underground : ituated in___ Lincoln
Undergrouad or name of atresm, lakye, spriag or other sowrce

County, State of Nevada, for the following reasons and on the following grounds, to wit:
.
This application is one of 144 applications filed by the Las Vegas Valley

Water District seeking a comb:med appropriation of ground and surface water

for municipal use in the Las Vegas Valley Artesian Basin. Diversion and

export of such a quantity of water will deprive the county and area of origin :
t :

of the water needed for its environm ill

unnecessarily destroy environmental, ecological, scenic and recreational

values that the State hold in trust for all its ‘citizens,

Denied
THEREFORE the protestant requests that the application . e Py T
and that an order be entered for such rellef as the State Englneet deems Jupl and proper.

Sianed

Y& ’ Muwm

nama, if agent

P or typed
! Address /370)( /35&%%/ <7L
/ orP.O
)701!14.(‘_@'4 Ny ;904‘:2

Chy, State and Zlp Code No.

Subscribed and sworn to before me thl'l ? day of.... @4/ '9.?£.
‘ 7 2242E 2.2
JANICE BARR _ Notary Publie
NOTARY PUBLIC + STATE of EVADA State of. /Vﬂfg [/ﬂ,

Lincoin County - Nevada /o om S

APMPY muUm A A an -




IN THE OFFICE OF THE STATE ENGINEER OF THE STATE OF NEVADA

IN THE MATTER OF APPLICATION NUMBER M‘ZZQOQ..

Fuep sy.lAs.Vegas Valley Water District PROTEST

on_..October 17, 19.89.., 70 APPROPRIATE THE

Warters or...Underground

Comes now INOA-H....ISOM

Printed or typed name of protesiant

whose post office address is.....E. Q... BRX. 428, PANACA. NEVADA 839042
Siteet No. or P.O. Box, Clty, State and ZipCode

whose occupation is........HQUSEWIEE /SECBETABY.ZBROKKEEPER

» and protests the granting
of Application Numbser......s3. #0000, 3 , filed on Octoher 17 19,89

by Las Vegas Valley Water District
Printed or typed name of applicant

waters of Underground : situated in....... :incoln
Underground or name of stream, lake, spring or other source

to appropriate the

County, State of Nevada, for the following reasons and on the following grounds, to wit:

e The appropriation of this water when added to the already

e R N = )

approved appropriations and dedicated users. in the 202 basin will

exceed the annual recharge and safe yeild of the basin. Appropri-

ation and use aof this magnitude, will lower the water table and

e JEACAdE _the guality of water from existing wells, cause negative

hydraulic gradient influences, further cause other negative impacts
and will adversely affect existing rights adverse to the public
interest.

THEREFORE the protestant requests that the application be Denied

(Denied, issued subject to prior rights, etc., a3 the case may be)

and that an order be entered for such relief as the State Engineer deems just and proper.

Printed or typed name, if agent

Address BE.0..8B0X 428
Street No. or P.O. Box No,

PANACA, NEVADA 89042
City, State and Zip Code No.

- RS Qs
Subscribed and sworn to before me this meday of 0 3 19 90

= A A -



IN THE OFFICE OF THE STATE ENGINEER OF THE STATE OF NEVADA

IN THE MATTER OF APPLICATION N Umasn....é...ffa.QJ.....

........................................... -ep PROTEST
on....October 17, 19.89 + TO APPROPRIATE THE
Warers or..Underground
Comes now Wanda McCrosky
Printed or typed name of protesiant
/~“hose post office address is Box 84, Panaca, Nevada 89042
. Street No. or P.O. Bos, City, State and Zip Code
whose occupation is Secretary » and protests the granting
of Application Number 24003 , filed on October 17 , 19 89

by Las Vegas Valley Water District

Printed or typed name of applicant

to appropriate the
waters of Underground

Underground or name of stream, lake, spring or other source

situated in....... -incoln

County, State of Nevada, for the following reasons and on the following grounds, to wit:

The appropriation of this water when added to the already approved appropriations

and dedicated users in the Basin will exceed the annual recharge and safe yeild of

the basin. approgriation and use of this magnitude will, lower the water table and

A

legrade the quality of water from existing wells, ceuse negative hydraulic gradient

influences, further cause other negative impacts and will adversely affect existing

rights adverse to the public interest.

THEREFORE the protestant requests that the application be Denied
{Denied, lssued subject 10 prior rights, etc., as the case may be)

and that an order be entered for such relief as the State Engineer deems just and proper,

Signed 2l reds %ﬂ%’%@

Agent or prol%

Printed or typed name, if agent
@ Address P. 0. Box 84
Strect No. or P.O. Box No.

Panaca, Nevada 89042

Cliy, State and Zip Code No.

.=
Subscribed and sworn to before me this. |2~ day of % 19 70

-———---ﬂ----n-m—-!



IN THE OFFICE OF, THE STATE ENGINEER OF THE STATE OF NEVADA

IN THE MATTER OF APPLICATION NUMBER ....5..1.?.}.9.....3........

RECEIVED
JUL 131990

Div. of Water Resources
Branch Office - Las Vegas; NV

Fieo sy.1R8.Vegas. Valley Mater District PROTES;I‘

on...0Octoher 17, 19.82_, 10 ApProPRIATE THE

Warters or..Underaround

Comes now John M, Wadsworth

Prinied or typed name of protestant

whose post office address is P.0._ Box 256 3 Panaca y NV3 83042
Street No, or P.O. Box, Clty, State and Zip Code

whose occupation is......:f;armer/ miner : » and protests the granting
|
of Application Number < LI 00z , filed on October 17 , 19 89

by Las Vegas Valley Water District
Ptinted or typed name of applicant

waters of Underground ' ' situated In..... Lincoln
Underground ot name of stream, iake, spring or other source

to appropriate the

County, State of ﬁevada. for the following reasons and on the following grounds, to wit:
The appropriation of this water when added to the already approved appropri-

ations and dedicated users in the Area will exceed the annual recharge and

safe yield.,  Appropriation and use of this magnitude will, lower the water

s

(ﬁ\ﬁable and degrade the quality of water from existing wells, cause negative

hydraulic gradient 1nfluences; further cause.other negative impacts and will

adversely affect existing rights adverse to the public interest. The Panaca

Big Spring ﬁndoubtedly comes from deep aquifers and this appropriation would
very likely:be detrimental to that very beneficial water source.

THEREFORE the protestant requests that the application be Denied
(Denied, {ssued subject to prior rights, etc., as the case may be)

and that an order be entered for such relief as the State Engineer deems Just and proper,
]

| Signed... 22 a/?,? it . Wadocisr 2 L
Agent or protestant
Morcgacet A.. . Mads worth
= o/ Printed or typed name, If agent
Address.....Ps 0. -Box 256
Street No. or P.O. Box No,
Panaca, NV 89042

City, State and Zip Code No.

H
Subscribed and sworn to before meT lhis/07 day of. T()L'(/ 19%5

Notary Pubdlic

AR NOTARY piiri in ) Al . .. _



IN THE OFFICE OF THE STATE ENGINEER OF THE STATE OF NEVADA

IN THE MATTER OF APPLICATION Numper .5 #00 3| - R E C FIVED

Fuepo ey LAS VEGA S_,'_\/_WA T Dis T T

PROTEST JUL 131900

ON 0 a‘— ‘7 19.&2, TO APPROPRIATE THE

Div. of Water Resources

; 4 "
Branch Office - Las Vegas, NV
\_5104,w.q‘ u MZ% M
WATERS OF 7 ] ol
v

Comes now AAS \/fé'AS ALY FISHINE CLUB

Printed or typed name of protestant

~~._ whose post office address is 2728 T\-A‘-’-\U&'\W k. Lag V@th-r ) N\/ TUNT7

Street No. or P.O. Box, City, State imid Zip Code

whose occupation is Now-Peof E0VCATION A ND ConNsSERVATION GRAL, and protests the granting

of Application Number SY003

, filed on Qe (7 1987

by bl \/z?a,r,i‘]%ﬂt DisTLICT

Print

\
v aters of S

to appropriate the

Undfrground oﬂme of stream, lake,

ort name of applicant . .
‘%_ﬁﬁw itvated in._Zeve coabut
X g or other source

County, State of Nevada, for the following reasons and on the following grounds, to wit:

SEE._ATTACHED

P
LF o B

LR

THEREFORE the protestant requests that the application be DE ,\/ { t—‘b

(Denied, issued subject to prior rights, etc., as the case may be)

and that an order be entered for such relief as the Statiz:d‘ee‘ijust and proper.
Signed {, // _

Agent or;roleulam
Ia s B wWatking . © ludr \asNea.
/ Printed onyped:nam:i.l-asz:m Fly F\s\ok’;?%t%
Address__ 2125 Tide woler C¥.

Street No. or P.O. Box No.

has Vesas . NV BRI uT

_ity, State and Zip Code No.
|




PROTEST Div. of Waler Resources
Branch Office - Las Vegas, \V
The Las Vegas Fly Fishing Club protests water rights
application number 54003, in Lincoln County, Mevada,
Spring Valley Basin, filed by the Las Vegas Valley Water
District. The water rights should be denied based on the
following provisions.

1. The appropriation of this water when added to the
already approved appropriations and existing uses in the
Virgin River Basin will exceed the annual recharge and
sate yield of the basin. Appropriation and use in this
magnitude will sanction water mining and lower the static
water level which will degrade the Quafﬁiy and quality of
water in the Spring Valley Wash which will effect the
reservoir and streams of Great Basin National Fark, Echo
Canyon Reservoir, Eagle Valley Reservoir, and Schroeder
Reservoir.

2. This application is one of the applications filed
by the Las Vegas VYalley Water District seeking a combined
appropriations of over 800,000 acre-feet of ground and
surface water primarily for municipal use in Clark County.
Diversion and export of such a gquantity of water will
deprive the area of origin of water needed to protect and
enhance its environment and economic well being, and the
diversion will unnecessarily destroy environmental,
ecological, scenic and recreational values that the state
holds in trust for all its citizens.

= In the cumulative areas being protested, the Las
VYegas Fly Fishing Club has contributed in excess of
$130,000. through volunteer time and personal expenses;
club funds; Southwest Council, Federation of Fly Fishers
funds; and private donations of materials to improve fish
and related habitat in the affected areas. This was dore
for the public interest and to protect the fragile water
resources in the effected areas. The Las Yegas Valley
Water District’s mining of these resources will negate thes
recreational and fish habitat benefits provided through
these voluntary contributions under MNevada Department of
Wildlife directed projects.

4. In a report dated June 7,1990, the Reno Fi=sld FOUR
Station of the U.5. Fish and Wildlife Service listed ‘omges
species as Endangered or Threatened and four species as
candidates for Endangered or Threatened status. The
endangerment or threat caused by degrading the water
guality and/or quantity of this basin will extend the
threat to any species that depends on the existent
habitat. Therefore, no additional water can be mined +rom
the arsa.




RECEIVED

JUL 131990

Div. of Vater Resources

B-a-ch Oilinp - Las Veans, \\

Frotest of Application 54003 Fage 2

3. The granting or approving of the subject
application in the absence of comprehensive planning,
including but not limited to environmental impact
considerations, cost considerations, socio—-economic
considerations, and a water resource plan (such as
required by the Fublic Service Commission of private
purveyors of water) for the Las Vegas Valley Water
District service area is detrimental to the public welfare
and interest.

6. The granting or approval of the above referenced
application would be detrimental to the public interest in
that it, individually and together with the other
applications of the Las Vegas Valley Water District
importation project, would:

4. Likely jeopardize the continued existence of
endangered and threatened species recognized under the
federal Endangered Species Act and related state statutes.
Two species of trout have become extinct and four other
species of trout are candidates for extinction in the
state of MNevada. The public interest will not be served
if the state allows any more species of fish to become
extinct.

b. Frevent or interfere with the conservation of
those Threatened or Endangered species.

c. Take or harm those Threatened or Endangered
species.

7. The approval of subject application will sanction
and encourage the willful waste of water that has been
allowed, if not encouraged, by the Las Vegas Valley Water
District. For example, in March of 1990, vandals tampered
with an automatic watering system in the green belt
between Crane Lake and Swan River roads on Lake North
- Drive in the Las Vegas subdivision known as the Lakes.

The damage included broken valves and sprinklers which
were seen and reported to the Las Vegas Valley Water
District on Friday night. The Las Vegas Valley Water
District representative at the emergency phone number said
that the water in the area was not their responsibility
and they did not know who to call. The person repcrting
the damage made several other unsuccessful attempts to get
help. The water ran urchecked into the street for &2
hours urntil Monday motrning. It was apparent from the
response that even though technically the water district
was not involved, their lack of concern and failure tg
take any action demcnstrated their policy towards waste of
water,




RECEIVED

JUL 13 1890

Div. of Water Resources
Branch Office - Las Vegas. NV

-

Frotest of Application S4003 Fage I

8. The above referenced water rights, individually
and cumulatively with other applications of the water
import project, will perpetuate and may increase the
inefficient use of water and frustrate efforts at water
demand management in the in the Las Vegas Valley Water
District service area.

7. Frevious and current conservation programs
instituted by the Las Vegas Valley Water district are
ineffective public relations-oriented efforts that are
unlikely to achieve substantial water savings. PFublic
policy and public interest considerations should preclude
the negative environmental and socio-economic consequences
of the proposed transfer of water resources on areas of
origin when the potential water importer has failed to
make a good-faith effort to efficiently use currently
available supplies.

10. Therefore, The Las Vegas Fly Fishing Club, on
behalf of the public good of all Nevada citizens and on
behalf of the disastrous consequences on fish habitat that
approval would have, requests that the above referenced
water rights application be denied and that the order be
entered by the state engineer to protect this water
resource in perpetuity from water rights applications not
in the public interest and detrimental to sound
conservation practices. 1In addition, The Las Vegas Fly
Fishing Club incorporates by reference as though fully set
forth herein and adopts as its own, each and every other
protest to the aForemen?ioned application filed pursuant

to NRS 533.365. 2

-

«




IN THE OFFICE OF THE STATE ENGINEER OF THE STATE OF NEVADA

5 - RECEIVED
IN THE MATTER OF APPLICATION NuMBeer ;f“f o] . i

- JUL 121990
Fuep sy.1as Vegas Valley Water Distric ict ., PROTEST JUL 1z
on...October 17, 1989, 70 APPROPRIATE THE Div. 01 Wair Resources

Branch Otfice - Las Veyas, NV
Warters or.. Underground

1ol | )’le(w/
Comes now Al s Prinied of typed name of protestant

_—. Whose post office address is. va yi) Lo ?'H'\d ':-!:“ Nﬁuur:o. “?Z: %JM s

whose occupatlon is £ JL40.8€ < + and protests the granting
of Application Number...o_. 102 3 » filed on October 17 . 19 89

b las Vegas Valley Water District
y ~ Printed or typed name of applican

waters of Underground ' situated In...... incoln
Underground or aame of stream, fake, spring or other source

to appropriate the

County, State of Nevada| for the following reasons and on the following grounds, to wit:

This application is one of 144 applications filed by the Las Veaas
alley Water District seeking a combined appropriation of some
860,000 acre feet of arou : i
the Las Vegas Valley Artesian Basin., Diversion and export of such
a_quantity of water um»denrmm.t.hemmun.tga.and,m of. origin.of

)

TV LWill v unnecessarily destroy. environme i 7 BEEY X M
recreational values that the State hold in trust for all its
citizens. ;

]

1 b Denied
THEREFORE the Pprotestant requests that the agp cation be, - e St e T RS

and that an order be entered for such rei_glf as thé,|Slate Engineer deems just and proper.

Sig;led;gg [77¢ /){u—;
. . Agent orfrotestant
\7? ¥.m “M 7N

Priated of typed name, If agent
Address F20: H ([

A

Strect No. or P.O. Box No.

__Acs/c.nuc/;f—/e Mo 8 702/

Ciiy, Siats and Zip Cods No,

Subscribed and sworn to before me this....2 ﬂ\ day of. gﬁ;‘*/% |9C7ﬂ |

~




IN THE OFFICE OF THE STATE ENGINEER OF THE STATE OF NEVADA

ey

IN THE MATTER OF APPLICATION Nuunenm.é.{‘.g.g?’......._.

FiLep avm_YmsmYMMm.ﬂLﬁgL%

RECEIVED

- PROTEST

May i
on...October 17, 19.82.., 10 APPROPRIATE THE M
' D
Warers or..Underground Mk s wrpeg
ranch Guitgg - fus vy, Y
Comes now PIOCHE TOWN BOARD

Printed or typed name of peotestany

whose post office address is P.0. BOX 35, PIOCHE, NV. 89043
Sireet No. or PO, Box, City, State snd Zip Code

whose occupation is LOCAL GOVERNMENT . and protests the granting
of Application Number....34003 , filed on October 17 . ,19.89

by..... 1as Vegas Valley Water District to appropriate the
Priated or typed nama of applicant

waters of Underground

Underground or name of sircam, lake, spring or other source

sltuated in..... Lincoln

County, State of Nevada, for the following reasons and on the following grounds, to wit:

w~mmhemappnapniahinnmnim;higmxgggr when added ﬁﬁ the already approved

appropriations and dedicated users in the Basin will exceed the

annual recharge and safe yield of the basin. Appropriation and use of

this magnitude will, lower the water table and degrade the quality o?

water from the existing wells. Users would incarr additonal costs to

deepen their wells and install larger pumps. The lack of water wiilil

also restrict further growth in the Pioche area.

THEREFORE the protestant requests that the aPplication be Denied
. (Denied, bisued subject 1o prior rights, etc., as the case may be)
and that an order be entered for such reltef as the State Engineer deems just apd

~=  Signed

”y . Agent op protestant ;

o Ny b~ (<. AV
rinted or typed name, i agent

'.', Address 9, BJ% 35

treet No. or P.O, Box No.
;5: iche wu g9543

City, Sate and Zip Code No.,

Subscribed and sworn to before me this

. . %q Public
0 Stateof. .



IN THE OFFICE OF THE STATE ENGINEER OF THE STATE OF NEVADA

IN THE MATTER OF APPLICATION NUMBER 5.4110.35:0‘5.

Fieo sy.Las Vegas Valley Water District PROTEST

on....Octoher 17, 19.82., To APPROPRIATE THE

WartERs or.._Underground

Printed or typed name of prolestant

- whose post office address is...383]. South. 6460 West Salt Lake City, Utah 84120
Street No. or P.O. Box, City, State snd ZIp Code
whose occupation is....Letired » and protests the granting
of Application Number 5Lnrnr\% , filed on Octoher 17 , 19 89
by.....Las Vegas Valley Water District to appropriate the
Printed or typed name of applicant
waters of Underground situated in....... Lincoln
Underground or name of stream, lake, spring or other source
County, State of Nevada, for the following reasons and on the following grounds, to wit:
The subject application proposed, has obviously been formed withont prior
consideration.of lone term impact to survounding counties. Nevada known for
R its.many.miles of desert land. can't put_a price on water. This fact alone makes
o~

L b-impessible...ta.praoject..adverse affects.on. the_static water tables, land owners

water and therefore created a shortage for Clark County, we feel it our right if

not our duty to protest any extraction of water from our county.

THEREFORE the protestant requests that the application be Denied
(Denled, issued subject to prior rights, etc., a3 the case may be)

and that an order be entered for such relief as the State Engineer deems just and proper.

Signed %W 4. fo&«mxuc»@_,

Agent or protestant

'7yvitt [ Fdw s pdg

Printed or typed name, if agent

Address. ALl l S vl G760 LfosT

Street No. or P.O. Box No,

Jatl L2Ke C.ly Ulah 347326

Cily, Siate anfl Zlp Code No,

Subscribed and sworn to before me this......... .(Z/Lday of... S 0 S 19...Q0

A?ann) V4! éj\l‘.

. Natary Publie

2. [0 [G0



IN THE OFFICE OF THE STATE ENGINEER OF THE STATE OF NEVADA

IN THE MATTER OF APPLICATION NUMBER 54003 |

Frep By ___Las Vegas Valley Water District
oN__Qctober 17 , 19.89 , TO APPROPRIATE THE

WATERS OF Underground Sources

} PROTEST

Comes now Richard W, Forman, Agent for Kirkeby Ranch

Prinled or typed name of protestant

whose post office address is __S.R. 5, Box 21, Ely, Nevada 89301

Street No. or P. O. Bax, Clty, Stale and Zip Code

whose occupation is ___Ranching and protests the granting

of Application Number 54003 , filed on October 17 , 19_89

by ___the Las Vegas Valley Water District to appropriate the
Printed or typed name of applicant

waters of Underground Sources situated in Lincoln

Underground or name of stream, lake, spring or other source

County, State of Nevada, for the following reasons and on the following grounds, to wit:

Please See Attachments,

THEREFORE the protestant requests that the application be DENIED

{Denled, 1ssued subject to prior rights, eic., as the case may be)

and that an order be entered for such relief as the State Engineer deems just and proper.

Signed W %_/

Agent oc prolestant

Name Richard W. Forman, Agent

Printed or typed name, If agent

Address P, O. Box 150

Stroet No. or P. O. Bax No.

Address Ely, Nevada 89301

Clty, State and Zip Code No.

Subscribed and sworn to before me this __/ % day of July

, 19_90 .




REASONS AND GROUNDS FOR PROTEST

The granting of this application, in conjunction with any
other applications filed by the Las Vegas Valley Water Dis-
trict in this basin, will impair, conflict and interfere
with all existing water rights, sources and uses.

If granted, the allocation of ALL unappropriated wategs in
this ground water basin would adversely affect all agricul-

tural operations, including but not limited to the follow-
ing:

a. It will adversely affect the economic welfare of all
farms and ranches.

b. It will destroy the environmental balance by eliminat-
ing the natural surface moistures and reducing the
humidity levels which creates the natural growing en-
vironment of the surrounding areas, thereby destroying
the grazing lands, wetlands and farm lands.

c. It will halt all potential agricultural growth.

d. It will destroy each agricultural operation because
they will be unable to continue to operate or expand.

Eastern Nevada has had severe drought conditions for the

past three (3) years which has created the following
hardships on all cattlemen:

a. The grazing areas do not have sufficient feed to sup-
port the cattle.

b. The surface waters are insufficient for irrigation and
stockwatering.

c.

The water tables are lowering making it very difficult
and expensive to pump any water.

d. The cattlemen will have to cut their herds, which af-
fects the economic welfare of everyone within the State
of Nevada, especially the surrounding communities.

If the drought creates this many hardships, the continual
removal of the periennial yield by the Las Vegas Valley

Water District WILL destroy all ranching operations as well
as the whole environment of each basin.

There are different flow systems that underlie the State of
Nevada. "These flow systems link the ground water beneath
many of the hydrolgic basins over distances greater than 200
miles. The implications of this linkage are immense. While
the water taken from a basin may be within the perennial
yield of that basin, areas as far away as 200 miles may ex-
perience drawdown, and the negative impacts associated with
this phenomenon (Intertech Consultants, Inc. 1990).

Clark County must grow only within the limits of their
natural resources or the environmental and socioeconomic
balance of the State of Nevada will be destroyed.

The State Fnaineer mnet rAncider a1l11

Af Fha Fuadriira Anterlseae
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Q.

10.

REASONS AND GROUNDS FOR PROTEST

This Application is onc of over 140 applications filed by the Las Vegas Valley Water Dis-
trict sccking to appropriatc over 810,000 acre-feet of ground water for municipal use within
the scrvice arca of (he District in Clark County. Diversion and export of such a quantity of
waler will lower the stalic walter level in this basin, will adversely affect the quality of
remaining ground water and will further threaten springs, seeds and phreatophytes which

provide water and habitat critical to the survival of wildlife, grazing livestock and other sur-
lace arca cxisting uscs.

‘The appropriation of this waler when added to the already approved appropriations and dedi-
cated uscrs in this basin will exceed the safc yield of the basin. Appropriation and use of
this magnitude will lower the water table and degrade the quality of water from existing
wells, cause ncgative hydraulic gradient influences, further cause other negative impacts
and will adverscly affect exisling rights adversc to the public interest.

"This Application is onc of over 140 applications filed by the Las Vegas Valley Water Dis-
trict scc\dng a combined appropriation of over 860,000 acre-feet of ground and surface
waler for municipal usc in the Las Vegas Vallcy Artesian Basin, Diversion and export of
such a quantity of waler will deprive the county and arca of origin of the water needed for
its cnvironnent and cconomic well being and will unnecessarily destroy environmental,
ccological, scenic and recreational values that the State holds in trust for all its citizens.

‘I'he granting or approving of the subject Application in the absence of comprehensive plan-
ning, including but not limited to environmental impact considerations, socioeconomic im-
pact considerations, and waler resource plan consideration for the general Las Vegas Valley

arca such as has been required by the Public Service Commission of private purveyors of
walcr, is detrimental to the public welfare and interest.

The granting or approving of the subject Application in the absence of comprehensive water
resource development planning, including but not limited to, environmental impacts

. sociocconomic impacts, and long term impacts on the water resource, threatens to prove

detrimental to the public interest.

‘The granting or approval of the above-referenced Application would be detrimental to the

public interest in that it individually and cumulatively with other applications of the water
cxploration project would:

a. Likely jeopardize the continued exislence of endangered and threatened species
recognized under the Endangered Species Act and related state statutes;

b. Prevent or interfere with the conservation of those threatened or endangered species;

c. Take or harm thosc endangered specics; and

d. Interfere with the [;urpose for which the Federal lands are managed under Federal
statutcs including,

ut not limited to, the Federal Land Use Policy Act of 1976.

The approval of the subject Application will sanction and enhance the willful waste of water
allowed, if not encouraged, by the Las Vegas Valley Water District,

The subject Application secks to develop the water resources of, and transport water across,
lands of flic United States under the jurisdiction of the United States Department of Interior,
Burcau of Land Management.  This Application should be denied because the Las Vegas
Vallcy Water District has not oblained right-or-way for water development on public lands

and the transportation of water from the proposed point of diversion to the service area of
the Las Vegas Vallcy Water District in Clark County.

This Application should be denied because it individually and cumulatively will increase the

wasle of water and lack of effective conservation efforts in the Las Vegas Valley Water Dis-
trict scrvice arca.



12

13.

14,

15.

16.

The above-referenced Application should be denied because the application fails to include

the statutorily required:

Description of proposed works;

The estimated cost of such works;

c. The estimated time required to construct the works and the estimated time required
to complete the application of water to beneficial use; and

d. The approximate number of persons to be served and the approximale future require-

ment.

The subject Application should be denied because it individually and cumulatively with

other Applications will exceed the safe yield of this basin thereby adversely a

phreatophytes and create air contamination and
Federal Statutes, including but not limited to, th
Nevada Revised Statutes,

ecting
air pollution in violation of State and
e Clean Air Act and Chapter 445 of the

This Application cannot be granted because the applicant has failed to provide information N
to enable the State Engineer to grant the public interest properllg. This Application and re-

lated applications associated with this major withdrawal out of

basin transfer project can-

not protperly be determined without an independent, formal and publicly-reviewable assess-
of:

ment

a. cumulative impacts of the proposed extractions;

b. mitigation measures that will reduce the impacts of the proposed exiractions;

c. alternatives to the proposed extractions, including but not limited to, the alternatives
of no extraction and mandatory and effective water conservation in the LVVWD

service area.

The undersigned additionally incorporates by reference as though fully set forth herein and

adopts as its own, each and every other protest to
suant to NRS 533.365.

In as much as a water extraction and trans-basin

the aforementioned applications filed pur-

conveyarnce project of this magnitude has

never been considered by the State Engineer, it is therefore impossible to anticipate all

potential adverse affects without further study.
right to amend the subject protest to include such
ther study.

111430 SYIINIONT 21V
A1y

9Z:vd 6~ 06,

Accordingly, the proiestant reserves the
issues as they develop as a result of fur-

o



IN THE OFFICE OF THE STATE ENGINEER OF THE STATE OF NEVADA

IN THE MATTER OF APPLICATION Nuunza........_‘s L/_.O,,. o 3.

FiLED nvhﬂﬁﬁﬂﬁuﬂ}ﬁm PROTEST
on..Octoher 17, 198 89 .70 Arrnonu\n THE
Warers or. . Underground

Panaca Irrigation Co.
Comes now

Pdmedatndn-cdm
whose post office address is P.0.Bpx 76, Panaca, Nv 89042
llnuNo.uP.o.lu.cm.&mMZbcm

. Water Conservation
—~whose occupation is

» and protests the granting
of Application Numbser...s2. 4.0 0.3 o filed on October 17 . .19.89
Las Vegas Valley Water District o
by g—a Prinied of typed mame of applicant to appropriate the
waters of Underground e—situated n..... Lincoln

Underground or name of siream, lake, spring or other source
County, State of Nevada, for the following reasons and on the following grounds, to wit:

Granting or approval of the above-referenced Application would

survival of wildlife, grazin.g_“livestocg and othe; grgggg area existing uses.

THEREFORE the protestant requests that the application be, Denied
. (Mwuﬂmwwmmhu.m.ulhommm
and that an order be entered for such relief as the State Engineer deems just and proper.

s L7 oo
. Vium

Ptku‘ulnduun.lllm

Yo Address :
Strevt No. o P.O. Box No.
Cliy, Suaie and Zip Code No.
Subscribed and sworn to before me this 9 7}# day of U_\/ L “ 19 90
Aal9 L W@
NOTARY PUBLIC Notary Public
STATE OF NEVADA Stateor. N oL A o -,
County of Lincoln / ) IR
Gail D. Armstrong Casicaa o S Sl -




IN THE OFFICE OF THE STATE ENGINEER OF THE STATE OF NEVADA

In the Matter of Application Number 54003

Filed By Las Vegas Valley Water District

’?é‘c
~~&ry
UL 75 /99051:

8y, at,
'Mhomhhi:kb&mub
S I, es

a"&l/
Comes now the Toiyabe Chapter of the Sierra Club whose post office

address is P.0. Box 8096, Reno, NV 89507 whose occupation is a nonprofit
organization dedicated to explore, enjoy and protect the wild places of the
earth, and protests the granting of Application Number 54003, filed on October
17, 1989 by the Las Vegas Valley Water District to appropriate the waters of
underground situated in Lincoln County, State of Nevada, for the following
reasons and on the following grounds, to wit:

PROTEST
on October 17, 1989, to Appropriate the

Waters of underground

N N o N N ol N NS

1. Application 54003 lies on the edge of the Fortification Range
Wilderness Study Area, an area managed by the U.S. Bureau of Land Management,
for possible wilderness designation by the U.S. Congress. The area is
roadless and is presently managed so as to preserve its natural conditions and
which (1) generally appears to have been affected primarily by the forces of
nature, with the imprint of man's work substantially unnoticeable; (2) has
outstanding opportunities for solitude or a primitive and unconfined type of
recreation; and (3) may also contain ecological, geological, or other features
of scientific, educational, scenic, or historical value.

The granting or approval of the above-referenced Application would be
detrimental to the public interest in that it, individually and together with
the other applications of the water importation project, would:

1. interfere with the purpose for which the federal lands are managed
under federal statutes including, but not limited to, the Federal Land
Use Policy Act of 1976 and be inconsistent with Federally owned water
rights as to lands affected by this application.

2. require the construction of facilities to transport the water across
lands of the United States under the jurisdiction of the United States
Department of Interior (including the Bureau of Land Management)., This
application should be denied because the Las Vegas Valley Water District
has not obtained the necessary legal interest (e.g., right-of-way) in
the federal land such that the applicant may extract, develop and
transport water resources from the proposed point of diversion to the
proposed place of use.

3. encourage the willful waste of water that has been allowed, if not
encouraged, by the Las Vegas Valley Water District; consequently, the
water will not be put to beneficial use.




4. be premature in that the Las Vegas Valley Water District lacks the
financial capability for developing and transporting water under the
subject permit which is a prerequisite to putting the water to
beneficial use.

5. divert and export a sufficient quantity of water to lower the static
water level in the area of the application and affect the quality of
remaining ground water; further threaten springs, seeps and
phraetophytes which provide water and habitat critical to the survival
of wildlife,

6. impair wetlands and waters in the area of the application to support
migratory birds, native fish, and other wildlife in conflict with
Federal laws that seek to protect wetlands, migratory birds, and
wildlife for the benefit of all.

7. 1in the absence of comprehensive planning, lead to a further
degradation of the quality of life and the environment in the southern
Nevada region with the most likely result being a further degradation of
air quality in an area that presently exceeds Federal air quality
standards established by the Clean Air Act for the protection of human
health.

8. sanction water mining.

9. fail statutory requirements for a:
(a) description of the place of use;
(b) description of the proposed works;
(c) estimated cost of such works; and
(d) estimated time required to put the subject water to beneficial
use.

10. discourage lower cost, more efficient alternatives to obtaining
water and pass the development costs to the consumer.

11, be premature in that insufficient data has been provided to
demonstrate that water of sufficient quantity and quality can be
provided to the Las Vegas metropolitan area without adverse impacts on
the environment.

Inasmuch as a water extraction and transbasin conveyance project of this
magnitude has never been considered by the State Engineer, it is therefore
impossible to anticipate all potential adverse affects without further
information and study. Accordingly, the protestant reserves the right to
amend the subject protest to include such issues as they may develop as a
result of further information and study.

The undersigned additional incorporates by reference as though fully set .
forth herein and adopts as his [her/its] own, each and every other protest to
the aforementioned application filed pursuant to NRS 533,36S.

THEREFORE the protestant requests that the application be denied and
that an order be entered for such relief as the State Engineer deems just and




proper.

Signed

David W. Brickey, hern Nevada Group

Conservation Chair

Address 2068 N. Nellis Bivd. #105

Las Vegas, NV 89115

Subscribed and sworn to before me this day of July 1990.
Notary ublicSle ) —4 CQHMQ’%UWD/ Aa 4,
COUNTY OF CLARK ‘ Notary Public
Cathertne Sloan Cunningham !
My Appucintment Expires

Sep! 1G 1990 State of Nevada

County of Clark

$10.00 FILING FEE MUST ACCOMPANY PROTEST. PROTEST MUST BE FILED IN DUPLICATE.
ALL COPIES MUST CONTAIN ORIGINAL SIGNATURE.

“ECEIVED

UL 15 199,

Diy,

v. of

Bran Wate er Resoyr,
ch Otficq e Las v, Ces

€gas, Av




IN THE OFFICE OF THE STATE ENGINEER OF THE STATE OF NEVADA

IN THE MATTER OF APPLICATION NUMBER __ 54003

Frep By __ Las Vegas Valley Water District |

} PROTEST
oN__ Qctober 17 , 19.89 | To APPROPRIATE THE
WATERS OF Qnggrgrggng Sources
Comes now Ri Form Agent for Mary R, Eldridge
Printed or typed name of protestan|
whose post office addressis _S,R, 1, Box 42, FEly, Nevada 89301
Birest No. or P, O, Box, City, State and Zip Code
whose occupation is _ Rancher and protests the granting
of Application Number 54003 , filed on QOctober 17 ,19_89
by __the Las Vegas Valley Water District to appropriate the
Printed or typed name of applicant
waters of Underground Sources situated in Lincoln

Underground or nams of stream, laks, spring or other source
County, State of Nevada, for the following reasons and on the following grounds, to wit:

Please See Attachments

THEREFORE the protestant requests that the application be DENIED
Dected, lsued subject 1o prior righis, sic., 23 the cuse may be)

and that an order be entered for such relief as the State Engineer deems just and proper.

Signed W %,»—:_y//

Ageul or prolestant
Name, Richard W, Forman, Agent

Printed or typed name, If agent

Address P, O, Box 150

Strest No. or P. 0. Box Neo.

Address Ely, Nevada 89301

Quty, Stats and Zip Cods No.

<
Subscribed and swom to before me this 2 day of July , 1990 .

RENEE E. KNUTSON %ﬂ;"g W\_)
200\ Notary Public - State of Nevada

597%) Appoiniment Recorded in Whits Pne Courty e
M2/ 1y APPONTMENT EXPRES DEC. 14 19 statoof ___ Nevada

County of White Pine

$10 FILING FEE MUST ACCOMPANY PROTEST. FROTEST MUST BE FILED IN DUPLICATE.
ALL COPIES MUST CONTAIN ORIGINAL SIGNATURE



REASONS AND GROUNDS FOR PROTEST

The granting of this application, in conjunction with any
other applications filed by the Las Vegas Valley Water Dis-
trict in this basin, will impair, conflict and interfere
with all existing water rights, sources and uses.

If granted, the allocation of ALL unappropriated waters in
this ground water basin would adversely affect all agricul-

tural operations, including but not limited to the follow-
ing:

a. It will adversely affect the economic welfare of all
farms and ranches.

b. It will destroy the environmental balance by eliminat-
ing the natural surface moistures and reducing the
humidity levels which creates the natural growing en-
vironment of the surrounding areas, thereby destroying
the grazing lands, wetlands and farm lands.

c. It will halt all potential agricultural growth.

d. It will destroy each agricultural operation because
they will be unable to continue to operate or expand.

Eastern Nevada has had severe drought conditions for the

past three (3) years which has created the following
hardships on all cattlemen:

a. The grazing areas do not have sufficient feed to sup-
port the cattle.

b. The surface waters are insufficient for irrigation and
stockwatering.

c. The water tables are lowering making it very difficult

and expensive to pump any water.

d. The cattlemen will have to cut their herds, which af-
fects the economic welfare of everyone within the State
of Nevada, especially the surrounding communities.

If the drought creates this many hardships, the continual
removal of the periennial yield by the Las Vegas Valley
Water District WILL destroy all ranching operations as well
as the whole environment of each basin.

There are different flow systems that underlie the State of
Nevada. "These flow systems link the ground water beneath
many of the hydrolgic basins over distances greater than 200
miles. The implications of this linkage are immense. While
the water taken from a basin may be within the perennial
yield of that basin, areas as far away as 200 miles may ex-
perience drawdown, and the negative impacts associated with
this phenomenon (Intertech Consultants, Inc. 1990).

Clark County must grow only within the 1limits of their
natural resources or the environmental and socioeconomic
balance of the State of Nevada will be destroyed.

The State Engineer must consider all of the future environ-
mental and socioeconomic ramifications of the trans-basin
transfer of ground waters in order to protect the State of
Nevada by not allowing these transfers.

The State Engineer has a responsibility to all of the people
of Nevada and must consider all adverse affects which the

granting of these applications will have on all areas in the
State of Nevada.



10.

REASONS AND GROUNDS FOR PROTEST

This Application is one of over 140 applications filed by the Las Vegas Valley Water Dis-
trict secking to appropriatc over 810,000 acre-feet of ground water for municipal use within
the service area of the District in Clark County. Diversion and export of such a quantity of
water will lower the static water level in this basin, will adversely affect the quality of
remaining ground watcr and will further threaten springs, seeds and phreatophytes which

provide water and habitat critical to the survival of wildlife, grazing livestock and other sur-
face areca existing uses.

The appropriation of this water when added to the already approved appropriations and dedi-
cated uscrs in this basin will exceed the safe yield of the basin. Appropriation and use of
this magnitude will lower the water table and degrade the quality of water from existing
wells, cause negative hydraulic gradient influences, further cause other negative impacts
and will adversely affect existing rights adverse to the public interest.

This Application is one of over 140 applications filed by the Las Vegas Valley Water Dis-
trict sceking a combined appropriation of over 860,000 acre-feet of ground and surface
water for municipal use in the Las Vegas Valley Artesian Basin. Diversion and export of
such a quantity of water will deprive the county and area of origin of the water needed for
its cnvironment and economic well being and will unnecessarily destroy environmental,
ecological, scenic and recreational values that the State holds in trust for all its citizens.

The granting or approving of the subject Application in the absence of comprehensive plan-
ning, including but not limited to environmental impact considerations, socioeconomic im-
pact considerations, and water resource plan consideration for the general Las Vegas Valley
arca such as has becn required by the Public Service Commission of private purveyors of
walcr, is detrimental to the public welfare and interest.

The granting or approving of the subject Application in the absence of comprehensive water
resource development planning, including but not limited to, environmental impacts

socioeconomic impacts, and long term impacts on the water resource, threatens to prove
detrimental to the public interest.

The granting or approval of the above-referenced Application would be detrimental to the

public interest in that it individually and cumulatively with other applications of the water
exploration project would:

a. Likely jeopardize the continued existence of endangered and threatened species
recognized under the Endangered Species Act and related state statutes;

b. Prevent or interfere with the conservation of those threatened or endangered species;

c. Take or harm those endangered species; and

d. Interfere with the gurpose for which the Federal lands are managed under Federal
statutes including, but not limited to, the Federal Land Use Policy Act of 1976.

The approval of the subject Application will sanction and enhance the willful waste of water
allowed, if not encouraged, by the Las Vegas Valley Water District.

The subject Application seeks to develop the water resources of, and transport water across,
lands of the United Slates under the jurisdiction of the United States Department of Interior,
Bureau of Land Management. This Application should be denied because the Las Vegas
Valley Water District has not obtained right-or-way for water development on public lands

and the transportation of water from the proposed point of diversion to the service area of
the Las Vegas Valley Water District in Clark County.

This Application should be denied because it individually and cumulatively will increase the

waste of water and lack of effective conservation efforts in the Las Vegas Valley Water Dis-
trict service arca.

The Las Vegas Valley Water District lacks the financial capability of transporting water un-

der the subject permit as a prerequisite to putting the water to beneficial use and accord-
ingly, the subject Application should be denied.

( over )



12,

13.

14.

15.

16.

The above-referenced Application should be denied because the application fails to include
the statutorily required:

Description of proposed works;
b. The estimated cost of such works;

c. The estimated time required to construct the works and the estimated time required
to complete the application of water to beneficial use; and

d. The approximate number of persons to be served and the approximate future require-
ment.

The subject Application should be denied because it individually and cumulatively with
other Applications will exceed the safe yield of this basin thereby adversely affecting
phreatophytes and create air contamination and air pollution in violation of State and
Federal Statutes, including but not limited to, the Clean Air Act and Chapter 445 of the

This Application cannot be granted because the applicant has failed to provide information

. to enable the State Engineer to grant the public interest pmperllg'. This Application and re-

lated applications associated with this major withdrawal out of the basin transfer project can-

not pro'perly be determined without an independent, formal and publicly-reviewable assess-
ment of:

a. cumulative impacts of the proposed extractions;
b. mitigation measures that will reduce the impacts of the proposed extractions;

C. alternatives to the proposed extractions, including but not limited to, the alternatives

of no extraction and mandatory and effective water conservation in the LVVWD
service area.

The undersigned additionally incorporates by reference as though fully set forth herein and

adopls as its own, each and every other protest to the aforementioned applications filed pur-
suant to NRS 533.365. :

In as much as a water extraction and trans-basin conveyance project of this magnitude has
never been considered by the State Engineer, it is therefore impossible to anticipate all
potential adverse affects without further study. Accordingly, the protestant reserves the

right to amend the subject protest to include such issues as they develop as a result of fur-
ther study.
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IN THE OFFICE OF THE STATE ENGINEER OF THE STATE OF NEVADA

IN THE MATTER OF APPLICATION Nuun:iﬁooa

Fueo sv.128 Vegas Vallev Water District
on_. October 17, 1989, 10 Arraorniata THE
‘Wareas or...Underground

PROTEST

Dr. Dan A. Love

Comes now Printed or (;  anme of prowsiant
o P.0. Box 93, Ca lente, NV 89008
~“hose post office address " . Rmar ¥ o, oy e e B
eterinarian
whose occupation is ° 18 + and protests the granting
54003
of Application Number. filed on..._. OCtober 17 19.89.
by las Vegas Valley Water District 10 appropriate the

Printed of lyped name of applicamt
waters of Underground

Underground or name of siream, lake, spring or other source

County, State of Nevada, for the following reasons and on the following grounds, to wit:
Inasmuch as a water extraction and trans basin conveyance project

situated In..... Lincoln

of this magnitude has never been considered by the State Engineer,

it is therefore impossible to anticipate all potential adverse

A‘ects without further study. Accordingly, the protestant reserves :
the right to amend the subject protest
they develop as a result of further study

h lication be Denied
THEREFORE the protestant requests that the application . s e rerere———
and that an order be entered for such relief as the State Engineer deems just and proper.

Signed @_A/M %’(»L’]) /M

Caliente, W"w&ﬁ'“
Address :
Street No. o2 P.O, Bos Ma.
G’.Mlﬂncdl*.
Subscribed and swom 10 before me this.......7...._day of i U//J/ 10722

JANICE BARR Hotaey

NORAY PUBLIC - STATE of EALM State of. (M/Vé a

Lincoin County » Nevada .
APPT. EXP. 2892 County of Lengoson

' $10 FILING FEE MUST ACCOMPANY PROTEST. PROTEST MUST BE FILED IN DUPLICATE.
ALL COPIES MUST CONTAIN ORIGINAL SIGNATURE,



IN THE OFFICE OF THE STATE ENGINEER OF THE STATE OF NEVADA

IN THE MATTER OF APPLICATION NUMBER ..o, '
Freo sy las. Vegas Valley Water District PROTEST

on...Octoher 17, 19.89_, 70 APPROPRIATE THE

Waters or.. Underground

Comes now M/ //NAEV

'/Hwhose post office address is-&f{éf._4X€/0€A2;13"t§§tmm2:e~./(..).a .......(f?(ég?.;.

Street No. o1 P.O. Box, Cliy, State and Zip Code
whose occupation Is gA éW/C and protests the granting

of Application Number 3. 4003 filed o OCtoPer 17 16,89

by Las Vegas Valley Water District

Printed or typed name of applicant
waters of Underground situated in..... Lincoln

Underground or name of stream, lake, spring or other source

to appropriate the

County, State of Nevada, for the following reasons and on the following grounds, to wit:

ﬂ..é’)?z%@ﬂé(d’zz«%)m.Qé.ﬁ%i,.MM,&%&J%éfé.@[&(&ﬂ!xﬁ@&ﬁﬂﬁ&?%z
~ /_%.Mmfs..ffwxéﬁd’z!@._.ﬂéz)z/ﬁm...Qf..ﬁ./é:é’d:m’.).z...&TKOI&#&QA)&«Q&.&[I

QE..rA!AS..Mmﬂfa,og_...A)A«,...A.gngg.mzaz..égda.mgm,egmoﬁ.fm..&am,

ﬂ.f...ﬁ?dféﬂ,.f:ﬂaa‘/.!.-A£MIM._@)£&4§*.G€MM“¢Q£M&£€..Af)’d&d({mmw&f&]ﬂﬂl@

&{mfm..amz".o_zare@,...AEMMA..../sz.cg..mé%.s*4&)&2{%..45541%@47/»<
RH IS ABUERE.. 70 THE. FUBME. ZAzR ST

THEREFORE the protestant requests that the application be. Denied
(Denled, Issued subject to prior vights, ete., s the case may be)

and that an order be entered for such relief as the State incerdegms just er,
/ y /
Signed ” ’4 m

Printed or typed name, if sgent

Address 075/0/ AZL:Z)gAf{::)N -Aﬂ.
Ads Uezas. A £9/0a

Clty, State and Zip Code No.

1~ 4
Subscribed and sworn to before me this ? day of g% 19 ?ﬂ

S VARV,

| Nﬂ.mﬁ%'o‘:%ﬂ:?.“ ! e / Notary Public
! NANCYNORLAND 1 =.7 g ’a
1 My Appaintment Expires

] Jan. 19, 1902 J M

[ Syt iyt County of .

w $18 FILING FEE MUST ACCOMPANY PROTEST. PROTEST MUST BE FILED IN DUPLICATE.
ALL COPIES MUST CONTAIN ORIGINAL SIGNATURE.

.
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IN THE OFFICE OF THE STATE ENGINEER OF THE S8TATE OF NEVADA

In the Matter of Application Number
54003, Filed by the Las Vegas
Valley Water District on October 17, PROTEST
1989, to appropriate the waters of
Lincoln County.

Comes now THE CITY OF CALIENTE whose post office address is
POST OFFICE BOX 158, CALIENTE, NEVADA 89008 whose occupation is
MUNICIPALITY/WATER PURVEYOR, and protest the dgranting of
Application Number 54003, filed on October 17, 1989 by the Las
Vegas Valley Water District to appropriate the waters of
underground situated in Lincoln County, State of Nevada, for the

following reasons and on the following grounds, to wit:

(See Attachment)

THEREFORE the protestant requests that the application be
DENIED and that an order be entered for such relief as the State

Engineer deems just and proper.

Signed

George T/. Rowe, Mayor
Address P.O. Box 158

Caliente, Nevada 89008

Subscribed and sworn to before me this QWQC day of
%n%b , 1990.
)Cy:27LL. 923, A-AAMLLJ

State of Nevada

County of Lincoln

. . .
*.ovydh
[ 4 f 20 u r ; u!' neow - ‘Nevada
'(‘&. 44 Comin
S 7AJAL,

$ %



APPLICATION NO. 54003

LIST OF REASONS TO PROTEST THE LAS VEGAS VALLEY WATER DISTRICT
APPLICATIONS TO APPROPRIATE GROUND AND SURFACE WATER FROM
CENTRAL, EASTERN AND SOUTHERN NEVADA

1. This Application is one of 145 applications filed by the lLas
Vegas Valley Water District seeking to appropriate 804,195 acre
feet of ground water primarily for municipal use within cClark
County. Diversion and export of such quantity of water will:
lower the static water level in Spring Valley Basin; adversely
affect the quality of remaining ground water; and further threaten
springs, seeps and phreatophytes which provide water and habitat
critical to the survival of wildlife and grazing livestock.

2. The appropriation of this water when added to the already
approved appropriations and existing uses in the Spring Valley
Basin will exceed the annual recharge and safe yield of the basin.
Appropriation and use of this magnitude will: lower the static
water level and degrade the quality of water from existing wells
and cause negative hydraulic gradient influences as well as other
negative impacts.

3. This Application is one of 146 applications filed by the Las
Vegas Valley Water District seeking a combined appropriation of
some 864,195 acre feet of ground and surface water primarily for
municipal use in Clark County. Diversion and export of such a
quantity of water will deprive the area of origin of the water
needed to protect and enhance its environment and economic well
being, and the diversion will unnecessarily destroy environmental,
ecological, scenic and recreational values that the State holds in
trust for all its citizens.

4. The granting or approving of the subject Application in the
absence of comprehensive planning, including but not limited to
environmental impact considerations, cost considerations,
socioeconomic impact considerations, and a water resource plan
(such as is required by the Public Service Commission of private
purveyors of water) for the Las Vegas Valley Water District Service
area is detrimental to the public welfare and interest.

5. The granting or approval of the above-referenced Application
would conflict with or tend to impair existing rights in the Spring
Valley Basin because if granted it would exceed the safe yield of

the subject basin and unreasonably lower the static water level and
sanction water mining.

6. The granting or approval of the above referenced Application
would be detrimental to the public interest in that it,

individually and together with the other applications of the water
importation project, would:

(a) Likely jeopardize the continued existence of endangered



and threatened species recognized under the federal Endangered
Species Act and related state statutes;

(b) Prevent or interfere with the conservation of those
threatened or endangered species;

(c) Take or harm those endangered or threatened species; and

(d) 1Interfere with the purpose for which the federal lands
are managed under federal statutes including, but not limited
to, the Federal Land Use Policy Act of 1976.

7. The approval of the subject application will sanction and
encourage the willful waste of water that has been allowed, if not
encouraged, by the Las Vegas Valley Water District.

8. The subject Application seeks to develop and transport water
resources on and across lands of the United States under the
Jurisdiction of the United States Department of Interior, Bureau of
Land Management. This application should be denied because the Las
Vegas Valley Water District has not obtained necessary legal
interest (e.g., right-of-way) in the federal land such that the
applicant may extract, develop and transport water resources from
the proposed point of diversion to the proposed place of use.

9. The Application should be denied because it individually and
cumulatively with other applications of the water importation
project will perpetuate and may increase the inefficient use of
water in the Las Vegas Valley Water District service area and
frustrate efforts at water demand management in the Las Vegas
Valley Water District service area.

10. The Las Vegas Valley Water District lacks the financial
capability for developing and transporting water under the subject

permit which is a prerequisite to putting the water to beneficial
use.

11. The above-referenced Application should be denied because it
fails to include the statutorily required:

(a) Description of the place of use;
(b) Description of the proposed works;
(c) The estimated cost of such works; and

(d) The estimated time required to put the subject water to
beneficial use.

12. The subject Application should be denied because it
individually and cumulatively with other applications of the
proposed project will exceed the safe yield of the Spring Valley
Basin thereby adversely affecting phreatophytes and creating air
contamination and air pollution in violation of State and Federal



Statutes, including but not limited to, the Clean Air Act and
Chapter 445 of the Nevada Revised Statutes.

13. The Application cannot be granted because the applicant has
failed to provide information to enable the State Engineer to
safeqguard the public interest properly. The adverse effects of
this Application and related applications associated with the
proposed water appropriation and transportation project (largest
appropriation of ground water in the history of the State of
Nevada) cannot properly be evaluated without an independent, formal
and publicly-reviewable assessment of:

(a) cumulative impacts of the proposed extraction;

(b) mitigation measures that will reduce the impacts of the
proposed extraction;

(c) alternatives to the proposed extraction, including but
not 1limited to, the alternatives of no extraction and
aggressive implementation of all proven and cost-effective
water demand management strategies.

14. The subject application should be denied because the
population projects upon which the water demand projections are
based are unrealistic and ignore numerous constraints to growth,
including traffic congestion, increased costs of infrastructure and
services, degraded air quality, etc.

15. The subject application should be denied because previous and
current conservation programs instituted by the Las Vegas Valley
Water District are ineffective public-relations oriented efforts
that are unlikely to achieve substantial water savings. Public
policy and public interest considerations should preclude the
negative environmental and socio-economic consequences of the
proposed transfers on areas of origin when the potential water
importer has failed to make a good-faith effort to efficiently use
currently available supplies.

16. The subject Application should be denied because the enormous
costs of the project will result in water rate increases of such
magnitude that demand will be substantially reduced, thereby

rendering the water transfer unnecessary.

17. The granting or approval of the above-referenced Application
would be detrimental tot he public interest and not made in good
faith since it would allow the Las Vegas Valley Water District to
lock up vital water resources for possible use sometime in the
distant future beyond current planning horizons.

18. The subject Application should be denied because current and
developing trends in housing, 1landscaping, national plumbing
fixture standards and demographic patterns all suggest that the
simplistic water demand forecasts upon which the proposed transfers
are based substantially overstate future water demand needs.



19. The subject application should be denied because the current
per capita water consumption rate for the Las Vegas Valley Water
District is double that of similarly situated southwestern
municipalities. This suggests enormous potential for more cost-
effective supply alternatives, including demand management and
effluent re-use. These alternatives have not been seriously
considered by the Las Vegas Valley Water District.

20. Inasmuch as a water extraction and transbasin conveyance
project of this magnitude has never been considered by the State
Engineer, it is therefore impossible to anticipate all potential
adverse affects without further information and study.
Accordingly, the protestant reserves the right to amend the subject
protest to include such issues as they may develop as a result of
further information and study.

21. The undersigned additionally incorporates by reference as
though fully set forth herein and adopts as its own, each and every

other protest to the subject application filed pursuant to NRS
533.365.



IN THE OFFICE OF THE STATE ENGINEER OF THE STATE OF NEVADA

IN THE MATTER OF APPLICATION NUMBER ___54003 ,
Fuep By __Las Vegas Valley Water District
oN__QOctober 17 1989 , To APPROPRIATE THE
Waters or______ Underground Sources

} PROTEST

Comes now __Marcia Forman, agent for Eastern Unit, Nevada Cattlemen's Association

Printsd or (yped name of protestant

whose post office address is __P, Q. Box 1077, MQQ \ Ngvac_lg 89318

No. or P. 0. Bax, Clty, Btats and Zip Code
whose occupation is _ Ranching, Private Land Qwners, and Grazing Permittees  and protests the granting
of Application Number 54003 , filed on October 17 , 19_89

by ___the Las Vegas Valley Water District to appropriate the

Printsd or typed name of applicant

waters of Underground Sources situated in Lincoln

Underground or name of stream, laks, spring or other source
County, State of Nevada, for the following reasons and on the following grounds, to wit:

Pl Attachments

THEREFORE the protestant requests that the application be DENIED
{Denled, ssued subject to prioe rights, etc., as the case may be)

and that an order be entered for such relief as the State Engineer deems Just and proper.

sign é; ;L’ (2.5 O

Agenl er protatant
Name______ Marcia Forman, Agent

Printed or typed name, If agent

Address, P, O, Box 150

Strest No. or P. O. Box No.

Address El da

Clty, State and Zip Code No.

Subscribed and swom to before me this '/- day of July ,19_90 .

RENEE E. KNUTSON Fotary Fublie

\ Notary Public - State of Nevada
) oo P Lote of e State of Nevada
WY APPOINTMENT EXPRES DEC. 14, 1902 County of White Pine

$10 FILING FEE MUST ACCOMPANY PROTEST. PROTEST MUST BE FILED IN DUPLICATE.
(/2 ALL COPIES MUST CONTAIN QRIGINAL SIGNATURE
-



REASONS AND GROUNDS FOR PROTEST

The granting of this application, in conjunction with any
other applications filed by the Las Vegas Valley Water Dis-
trict in this basin, will impair, conflict and interfere
with all existing water rights, sources and uses.

If granted, the allocation of ALL unappropriated waters in
this ground water basin would adversely affect all agricul-
tural operations, including but not limited to the follow-
ing:

a. It will adversely affect the economic welfare of all
farms and ranches.

b. It will destroy the environmental balance by eliminat-
ing the natural surface moistures and reducing the
humidity levels which creates the natural growing en-
vironment of the surrounding areas, thereby destroying
the grazing lands, wetlands and farm lands.

c. It will halt all potential agricultural growth.

d. It will destroy each agricultural operation because
they will be unable to continue to operate or expand.

Eastern Nevada has had severe drought conditions for the

past three (3) years which has created the following
hardships on all cattlemen:

a. The grazing areas do not have sufficient feed to sup-
port the cattle.

b. The surface waters are insufficient for irrigation and
stockwatering.

c. The water tables are lowering making it very difficult
and expensive to pump any water.

d. The cattlemen will have to cut their herds, which af-
fects the economic welfare of everyone within the sState
of Nevada, especially the surrounding communities.

If the drought creates this many hardships, the continual
removal of the periennial yield by the Las Vegas Valley
Water District WILL destroy all ranching operations as well
as the whole environment of each basin.

There are different flow systems that underlie the State of
Nevada. "These flow systems link the ground water beneath
many of the hydrolgic basins over distances greater than 200
miles. The implications of this linkage are immense. While
the water taken from a basin may be within the perennial
yield of that basin, areas as far away as 200 miles may ex-
perience drawdown, and the negative impacts associated with
this phenomenon (Intertech Consultants, Inc. 1990).

Clark County must grow only within the limits of their
natural resources or the environmental and socioeconomic
balance of the State of Nevada will be destroyed.

The State Engineer must consider all of the future environ-
mental and socioeconomic ramifications of the trans-basin
transfer of ground waters in order to protect the State of
Nevada by not allowing these transfers.

The State Engineer has a responsibility to all of the people
of Nevada and must consider all adverse affects which the

granting of these applications will have on all areas in the
State of Nevada.



10.

REASONS AND GROUNDS FOR PROTEST

This Application is one of over 140 applications filed by the Las Vegas Valley Water Dis-
trict secking to appropriate over 810,000 acre-feet of ground water for municipal use within
the service area of the District in Clark County. Diversion and export of such a quantity of
water will lower the static water level in this basin, will adversely affect the quality of
remaining ground water and will further threaten springs, seeds and phreatophytes which

provide water and habitat critical to the survival of wildlife, grazing livestock and other sur-
face area existing uses.

The appropriation of this water when added to the already approved appropriations and dedi-
cated users in this basin will exceed the safe yield of the basin. Appropriation and use of
this magnitude will lower the water table and degrade the quality of water from existing
wells, cause negative hydraulic gradient influences, further cause other negative impacts
and will adversely affect existing rights adverse to the public interest.

This Application is one of over 140 applications ﬁledol%the Las Vegas Valley Water Dis-
trict sceﬁing a combined appropriation of over 860, acre-feet of ground and surface
water for municipal use in the Las Vegas Valley Artesian Basin. Diversion and export of
such a quantity of water will deprive the county and area of origin of the water needed for
its environment and cconomic well being and will unnecessarily destroy environmental,
ccological, scenic and recreational values that the State holds in trust for alf its citizens.

The granting or approving of the subject Application in the absence of comprehensive plan-
ning, including but not limited to environmental impact considerations, socioeconomic im-
pact considerations, and water resource plan consideration for the general Las Vegas Valley

area such as has been required by the Public Service Commission of private purveyors of
water, is detrimental to the public welfare and interest.

The granting or approving of the subject Application in the absence of comprehensive water
resource development planning, including but not limited to, environmental impacts

socioeconomic impacts, and long term impacts on the water resource, threatens to prove
detrimental to the public interest.

The granting or approval of the above-referenced Application would be detrimental to the

public interest in that it individually and cumulatively with other applications of the water
exploration project would:

a. Likely jeopardize the continued existence of endangered and threatened species
recognized under the Endangered Species Act and related state statutes;

b. Prevent or interfere with the conservation of those threatened or endangered species;
c. Take or harm those endangered species; and
d. Interfere with the purpose for which the Federal lands are managed under Federal

statutes including, but not limited to, the Federal Land Use Policy Act of 1976.

The approval of the subject Application will sanction and enhance the willful waste of water
allowed, if not encouraged, by the Las Vegas Valley Water District.

The subject Application seeks to develop the water resources of, and transport water across,
lands of the Uniled States under the jurisdiction of the United States Department of Interior,
Bureau of Land Management. This Application should be denied because the Las Vegas
Valley Waler District has not obtained right-or-way for water development on public lands

and the transportation of water from the proposed point of diversion to the service area of
the Las Vegas Valley Water District in Clark County.

This Application should be denied because it individually and cumulatively will increase the

wasle of water and lack of effective conservation efforts in the Las Vegas Valley Water Dis-
trict service area.

The Las Vegas Valley Water District lacks the financial capability of transporting water un-

der the subject permit as a prerequisite to putting the water to beneficial use and accord-
ingly, the subject Application should be denied.

( over )



13.

14,

15.

16.

The above-referenced Application should be denied because the application fails to include
the statutorily required:

Description of proposed works;
b. The estimated cost of such works;

C. The estimated time required to construct the works and the estimated time required
to complete the application of water to beneficial use; and

d. The approximate number of persons to be served and the approximate future require-
ment,

The subject Application should be denied because it individually and cumulatively with
other Applications will exceed the safe yield of this basin thereb adverse}y affecting
phreatophytes and create air contamination and air poliution in violation of State and

Federal Statutes, including but not limited to, the Clean Air Act and Chapter 445 of the
Nevada Revised Statutes.

This Application cannot be granted because the applicant has failed to provide information J
to enable the State Engineer to grant the public interest properly. This Application and re-
lated applications associated with this major withdrawal out of the basin transfer project can-

not pro})erly be determined without an independent, formal and publicly-reviewable assess-
ment of:

cumulative impacts of the proposed extractions;
mitigation measures that will reduce the impacts of the proposed extractions;

c. alternatives to the proposed extractions, including but not limited to, the alternatives

of no extraction and mandatory and effective water conservation in the LVVWD
service area.

The undersigned additionally incorporates by reference as though fully set forth herein and

adopts as its own, each and every other protest to the aforementioned applications filed pur-
suant to NRS 533.36S. :

J

In as much as a water extraction and trans-basin conveyance project of this magnitude has
never been considered by the State Engineer, it is therefore impossible to anticipate all
potential adverse affects without further study. Accordingly, the protestant reserves the

gght todamend the subject protest to include such issues as they develop as a result of fur-
er study.

11133 SYIINIONT 3IVIS
A3y

9Zvd 6~ 06



IN THE OFFICE OF THE STATE ENGINEER OF THE STATE OF NEVADA

IN THE MATTER OF APPLICATION NuMBER __ 54003

Fep By ___Las Vegas Valley Water District
oN __Qctober 17 , 1989 | TO APPROPRIATE THE

WATERS OF ndergeround Source:

} PROTEST

Comes now Marcia Forman, agent for Bidart Brothers

Printed or typed name of protestant
whose post office address is _ 34741 Seventh Standard Road, Bakersfield, California 93308
Sirest No. or P. O. Bax, City, Stats and Zip Code
whose occupation is _ Ranching and protests the granting
of Application Number 54003 , filed on October 17 , 19_89
by ___the Las Vegas Valley Water District to appropriate the
Printed or typed name of applicant
waters of Underground Sources situated in Lincoln

Underground or name of stream, lake, spring or olher source

County, State of Nevada, for the following reasons and on the following grounds, to wit:

Please See Attachments,

THEREFORE the protestant requests that the application be DENIED

(Denled, lasued subject to prior rights, etc., as the case may be)

and that an order be entered for such relief as the State Engin just and proper.
<
(¢« &0 30
Signed
~ Agent or prolestant
Name Marcia Forman, Agent
Printed or typed name, If agent

Address P. O. Box 150

Strest No. or P. Q. Box No.

" Address Fly, Nevada 89301

Clty, Stale and Zip Code No.

Subscribed and sworn to before me this é day of July ,19_90 .

@W




REASONS AND GROUNDS FOR PROTEST

e e S ey s

The granting of this application, in conjunction with any
other applications filed by the Las Vegas Valley Water Dis-
trict in this basin, will impair, conflict and interfere
with all existing water rights, sources and uses.

If granted, the allocation of ALL unappropriated waters in
this ground water basin would adversely affect all agricul-

tural operations, including but not limited to the follow-
ing:

a. It will adversely affect the economic welfare of all
farms and ranches.

b. It will destroy the environmental balance by eliminat-
ing the natural surface moistures and reducing the
humidity levels which creates the natural growing en-
vironment of the surrounding areas, thereby destroying
the grazing lands, wetlands and farm lands.

c. It will halt all potential agricultural growth.

d. It will destroy each agricultural operation because
they will be unable to continue to operate or expand.

Eastern Nevada has had severe drought conditions for the

past three (3) years which has created the following
hardships on all cattlemen:

a. The grazing areas do not have sufficient feed to sup-
port the cattle.

b. The surface waters are insufficient for irrigation and
stockwatering.

c. The water tables are lowering making it very difficult

and expensive to pump any water.

d. The cattlemen will have to cut their herds, which af-
fects the economic welfare of everyone within the State
of Nevada, especially the surrounding communities.

If the drought creates this many hardships, the continual
removal of the periennial yield by the Las Vegas Valley
Water District WILL destroy all ranching operations as well
as the whole environment of each basin.

There are different flow systems that underlie the State of
Nevada. "These flow systems link the ground water beneath
many of the hydrolgic basins over distances greater than 200
miles. The implications of this linkage are immense. While
the water taken from a basin may be within the perennial
yield of that basin, areas as far away as 200 miles may ex-
perience drawdown, and the negative impacts associated with
this phenomenon (Intertech Consultants, Inc. 1990).

Clark County must grow only within the 1limits of their
natural resources or the environmental and socioeconomic
balance of the State of Nevada will be destroyed.

The State Engineer must consider all of the future environ-



6.

10.

REASONS AND GROUNDS FOR PROTEST

This Application is onc of over 140 applications filed by the Las Vegas Valley Water Dis-
trict sccking to approprialc over 810,000 acre-feet of ground water for municipal use within
the scrvice arca of the District in Clark County. Diversion and export of such a quantity of
watcr will lower the slatic water level in tlus basin, will adversely affect the quality of
remaining ground water and will further threaten springs, seeds and phreatophytes which

provide watcr and habitat critical to the survival of wildlife, grazing livestock and other sur-
facc arca cxisting uscs.

"The appropriation of this water when added to the already approved appropriations and dedi-
caled users in this basin will exceed the safc yield of the basin. Appropriation and use of
this magnitude will lower the water table and degrade the quality of water from existing
wclls, cause ncgative hydraulic gradient influcnces, further cause other negative impacts
and will adverscly affcct existing rights adverse to the public interest.

This Application is onc of over 140 applications filed by the Las Vegas Valley Water Dis-
trict sching a combined appropriation of over 860,000 acre-feet of ground and surface
waler for municipal usc in the Las Vegas Valley Artesian Basin. Diversion and export of
such a quantity of watcr will deprive the county and area of origin of the water needed for
its environment and cconomic well being and will unnecessarily destroy environmental,
ccological, scenic and recreational values that the State holds in trust for all its citizens.

The granting or approving of the subject Application in the absence of comprehensive plan-
ning, including but not limited to environmental impact considerations, socioeconomic im-
pact considerations, and water resource I}))I:Jm consideration for the general Las Vegas Valley

arca such as has been required by the Public Service Commission of private purveyors of
walcr, is detrimental to the public welfare and interest.

The granting or approving of the subject Application in the absence of comprehensive water
resource development planning, including but not limited to, environmental impacts

sociocconomic impacls, and long term impacts on the water resource, threatens to prove
detrimental to the public interest. '

The granling or approval of the above-referenced Application would be detrimental to the

public interest in that it individually and cumulatively with other applications of the water
exploration project would:

a. Likely jeopardize the continued existence of endangered and threatened species
recognized under the Endangered Species Act and related state statutes;

b. Prevent or interfere with the conservation of those threatened or endangered species;

c. Take or harm those cndangered specics; and

d. Interfere with the purpose for which the Federal lands are managed under Federal

statutes including, but not limited to, the Federal Land Use Policy Act of 1976.

The appraval of the subject Application will sanction and enhance the willful waste of waler
allowed, il not encouraged, by the Las Vegas Valley Water District.

The subject Application sccks to develop the water resources of, and transport water across,
lands of the United States under the jurisdiction of the United States Department of Interior,
Burcau of Land Management. This Application should be denied because the Las Vegas
Vallcy Water District has not obtained right-or-way for water development on public lands

and the transportation of water from the proposed point of diversion to the service area of
the Las Vegas Valley Waltcr District in Clark County.

This Application should be denied because it individually and cumulatively will increase the

waste of water and lack of effective conservation efforts in the Las Vegas Valley Water Dis-
trict scrvice arca.



12.

13.

14,

15.

16.

The above-referenced Application should be denied because the application fails to include

the statutorily required:

Description of proposed works;

The estimated cost of such works;

c. The estimated time required to construct the works and the estimated time required
to complete the application of water to beneficial use; and

d. The approximate
ment,

number of persons to be served and the approximale future require-

The subject Application should be denied because it individually and cumulatively with
other Applications will exceed the safe yield of this basin thereby adversely affeciing
phreatophytes and create air contamination and air pollution in violation of State and

Federal Statutes, including but not limited to, the Clean Air Act and Chapter 445 of the
Nevada Revised Statutes.

This A;l)pliulion cannot
to enable

be granted because the applicant has failed to provide information

the State Engineer to grant the public interest properly. This Application and re-

lated applications associated with this major withdrawal out of the basin transfer project can-
not prorerly be determined without an independent, formal and publicly-reviewable assess-

ment o

cumulative impacts of the proposed extractions;

mitigation measures that will reduce the impacts of the proposed extractions;

c. alternatives to the proposed extractions, including but not limited to, the alternatives

of no extraction
service area.

and mandatory and effective water conservalion in the LVVWD

The undersigned additionally incorporates by reference as though fully set forth herein and
adopts as its own, each and every other protest to the aforementioned applications filed pur-

suant to NRS 533.365.

In as much as a water extraction and trans-basin conveyance project of this magnitude has

never been considered by the State Engineer,
potential adverse affects without further study.

it is therefore impossible to anticipate all
Accordingly, the protestant reserves the

right to amend the subject protest to include such issues as they develop as a result of fur-

ther study.
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IN THE OFFICE OF THE STATE ENGINEER OF THE STATE OF NEVADA

IN THE MATTER OF APPLICATION Nunasn-&ﬂw
FiLeo sy _Las.lmuﬁllﬂ_ﬁ%:_mgt_u_____ PROTEST

~-Octoher 17, . 1989, 1o APPROPRIATE THE

Warters or. Underground
Comes now Eve s .
Printed or typed name of proiesiang .
. é&y (25 Fhzaeo Ne o L2080 42
whose post office address | et i 6 P S e e
~~whose occupation Is _C;;—a» 2 (J% L3 f MLz » and protests the granting
of Application Number. 5 $oo3 filed on..... October IV ,19.89_
by las Vegas Valley Water District 10 appropriate the
Priated or typed name of applicany
waters of Underground emeSltuated in..... Lincoln
ummumdwu.,hu.mumkcvm

County, State of Nevada, for the following reasons and on the following Srounds, to wit;

Ihe appropriation of this wamhﬁn—mi&d—m_m_mnm

appropriations and dedicated

users in the 202Rasin will exceed the annual recharge

and safe yield of the basin, Appropriation and use of this magnitude will, lower the

water table and degrade the gualitz of water from existing wells, cause negative .
~,

hydraulic gradient influences rther cause

fu other newative impacts and will
e b S L CAUSE mpac
adversely affect existing rights adverse to the puMie interest.

~

. ; ‘ 1] ) .
THEREFORE the protestani requests that the application l'“‘-----De—L:l-‘z—d-—-------.._._..._______________________
(Mh-unbmuwbvm«..uluu-mm

and that an order be entered for such rellef as the State Engineer deems Just and proper,

Signed.. /%1«/ }’14 6{:4,4&

Agen{ o protestant
l'rluulwwnm.lllm
! Addrens. 223 /9
lu-uuo.ur.o.lnNo.
Envecs AL 2 PO ira.

Chty, State and Zip Code Ne,

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 5 H day of. NV L“u 19 c? 0

NOTARY puBLIC "

5t..1. OF NEVADA State of, /VQA/ Fax 17
Counly of Lincoln

Gail L. Armstrong County of. A / 4/ oL
My Abbolnlmanl Exblres—ma

Peco| 592

“. $10 FILING FEE MUST ACCOMPANY PROTEST, PROTEST MUST BE FILED IN DUPLICATE.
ALL COPIES MUST CONTAIN ORIGINAL SIGNATURE.



IN THE OFFICE OF THE STATE ENGINEER OF THE STATE OF NEVADA

IN THE MATTER OF APPLICATION Nunazn_....z_ﬁﬁ.:;_.
FILED BY M&MLMEMEE&M

PROTEST
on...October 17, 19..8..9.... TO APPROPRIATE THE
Warters or.Underaround 21 vi "'}a Vafle ul
Comes now Ho,ew /L/‘L_Ckei’t-
Printed o7 typed name of protestant
. whose post office address Is B°7f /Y7 S £7e77 p.ack& /VV é‘cio 7‘1
/) Strect No. or P.O. BoX, City, State and Zip Code

whose occupation is fe t red and protests the granting
of Application Number SZ0.0.3 filed on Octobher 17 19.89,

by Las Vegas Valley Water District
Printed or 1yped name of applicant

waters of Underground Skroag WGley situated I Lincoln
Underground or name of stréam, lake, spring or other sonree

to appropriate the

County, State of Nevada, for the following reasons and on the following grounds, to wit:

M tpontpialioesf

QAL noehs ol L/zyb,.LA'Z' YR & g&/ﬁl/fA#L Al AL Anad ;—L) " W
Vi 170 7 . ’

THEREFORE the protestant requests that the application be Denied

(Denhd.lnwdwueawpdwrlghu.m..umeunmu)
and that an order be entered for such relief as the State Engineer deems just and proper.

sm:aM' ‘%d L

Agent or protestant

Printed of typed name, if agent

Address._Dox 487 . apf il
Street No. or P.O. Bea No.

Pochae XX $74 73

City, State and Zip Cods No,

Subscribed and sworn to before me this.. .{ ﬂ......_day of. "“.%w%,__‘miﬂ.

- State of.

Aosied  JUDY A ETCHART
g T Phdn) NOTARY PL3UC. STATE OF NEVADA . County of
S\S.zq.f PRNCPALOFFCE- LINCOLNCO.» NV

™ .-.’t’; APPT. EXP. 1-21-34

P

?

F $16 FILING FEE MUST ACCOMPANY PROTEST. PROTEST MUST BE FILED IN DUPLICATE.
ALL COPIES MUST CONTAIN ORIGINAL SIGNATURE,

2434 (Revised 690 .

oms <
=



IN THE OFFICE OF THE STATE ENGINEER OF THE STATE OF NEVADA

n eosstsoverevansany

FiLED BY ..Lﬁﬁ.J@QS_.YQLLQY_.}I@ELQ;§§EL% PROTEST

on.. October 17, 19.82.., To APPROPRIATE THE

WaTEeRs or.. Underground

JOAN F. HANSEN
Comes now

Printed or typed name of protesiant
whose post office address is P.0. BOX 53 PANACA NV, 89042
Sureet No. or P.O. Box, Clty, Siste and Zip Code

whose occupation is HOUSE WIFE

+ and protests the granting

of Application Number. J%ﬂd; » filed on Octoher 17 , 19 89

by Las Vegas Valley Water District to appropriate the
Printed or typed name of applicant

waters of Underground sltuated In.......:incoln

Underground or name of siream, lake, spring ot other source

County, State of Nevada, for the following reasons and on the following grounds, to wit:

THESE APPLICATIONS SHOULD BE DENIED BECAUSE, DIVERSION AND EXPORT OF SUCH A

QUANTITY OF WATER WILL DEPRIVE THE COUNTY AND AREA OF ORIGIN OF THE WATER NEDED

FOR ITS ENVIRONMENT AND ECONOMIC WELL BEING AND WILL UNNECESSARILY DESTROY

ENVIRONMENTAL, ECOLOGICAL, SCENIC AND RECREATIONAL VALUES THAT THE STATE HOLDST"

IN TRUST FOR ALL ITS CITIZENS. mmmmmmsmmmnm

AREAS IN OUR COUNTY SO THE LOSS OF OUR WATER WOULD ALSO AFFECT THEM. CLARK COUNTY

SHOULD NOT BE ALLOWED TO DRAIN OFF WATER NECESSARY FOR OUR OOUNTIES WELL BEING.

THEREFORE the protestant requests that the application be Denied
(Denied, lssued subject to prior sights, etc., as the case may be)
and that an order be entered for such relief as the State Englneer deems just and proper.

@J ALt

Agenl or protestant

Printed or typed name, If agent

Address........ '5 =

suecl 0. or P.O, Box No

e EFI =7

Clty, State and Zip Code No.

.,
Subscribed and sworn to before me this L’ day of M ........... 19"20.
f--t————-—-—-.—._----‘ M

) N J Nollry Publie
olcry Public-State O
i CCUNTY NnE mnane_vada 1 Coman 0 l \e v = .«Q -~




IN THE OFFICE OF THE STATE ENGINEER OF THE STATE OF NEVADA

IN THE MATTER OF APPLICATION Numser..2. 4. 223

FILED BY ..Lﬁs.mYQQQSmYQl.l?.Ymmmrn“ﬁgi§.§.§i£§m-«. PROTEST

on...Octoher 17, 19.89.., To APPROPRIATE THE

WarteRs or..Underground

Comes now }7/*01{ c. }\‘4““#
Printed or typed name of protestant

whose post office address is.B3.04..L. 7. .0 Vo rTou [{s Rada. Seayo
Street No. or P.O. Box, City, Siate and Zip Code

whose occupation is....ﬁ..?f.l.z.a/ and protests the granting

of Application Number...2.4.22.3 filed on Octoker 17 19.82

by Las Vegas Valley Water District
Printed or typed name of applicant

waters of Under ground situated in....... :incoln
d or name of . lake, spring or other source

to appropriate the

County, State of Nevada, for the following reasons and on the following grounds, to wit:

..s'....d,u./@.{a.}d sialien. af s ciater uske. .,..@.a[{h/ te . a4 /ru/a a‘l")”i'w' f/
a—wa#_g",,q,“_g,_u M!{g/:egf L u2ers ‘f'lp’mm451h Woll exped ti. duusal

x.ejzg.::,o-.g.«@dmj.&{;«f.-xllwq.s...tlg_..64;,M,uﬁ..n~fzmémmwd«gz_aw~mhm;m o
il Lewier the wsofonlobb aud degrade the gualidy 0f wader § roreyint “y

Wells (”o.us, ncvt{lbe /wdrtu("c ¢r¢{rez( l'«((omcos forléo Cavrr gtue

2, fkc u[’l( Lb{{(rﬂif

THEREFORE the protestant requests that the application be Denied
(Denied, issued subject to prior rights, ete., as the cate may be)

and that an order be entered for such relief as the State Engineer deems just and proper.
i

Signed M« (O M\A

Agent or protestant

Printed or typed name, If agent

Address 29 ‘7. T iy b Mivgfe F1037

Street No. or P.O. Boa No.

Chy, State and Zip Code No.

w4 :
Subscribed and sworn to before me this é day of. CM 19.90

-



IN THE OFFICE OF THE STATE ENGINEER OF THE STATE OF NEVADA

IN THE MATTER OF APPLICATION NUMBER &.54/_..0.&...3.

Fuiep sy.las. Vegas. Valley Hater District PROTEST

on...October 17, 19.89.., To APPROPRIATE THE

Comes now k)A'ME5 / ] LC&_

. Printed Ol’ typed name of protesiant
whose post office address s ",Q L2 F X ﬁ)é‘/l/ﬁ(}ﬂ— y 4 F£.9n Y2
ﬁ:se occupation is ;Z:A' RINE & » and protests the granting

alml No. or P.O. Box, Clty, State and Zip Code
of Application Number 5<7[ 2102 3 filed on October 17 . ,19.89

by las Vegas Valley Water District
Printed or typed name of applicant

waters of Underground ' situated in..... Lincoln

Underground or name of siream, lake, spring or other source

o appropriate the

County, Siate of Nevada, for the following reasons and on the following grounds, to wit:

I believe that 864,000 acre feet of water requested by the Las Vegas

Water District would make a Sahara Desert out of Nye, Lincoln, and White Pine

Counties. The water is now being used and further pumping in large amounts

would deplete the under: ground water, and dry up springs.

The pumping of water would adversely affect wildlife, livestock, game animals,

birds, fish, and Homo sapines for for ever. It's about time for Clark County to solve

..... egmmemmw mnas.mmmm

THEREFORE the protestant requests that the application be. Denied
(Denled, lssued subject to prior rights, ete., 8s the case may be)
and that an order be entered for such rellef as the State Engineer deems just and proper,

Signed . -//

Agentor protestant == ——

Ptinied or typed name, If agent
Address ,a”r _0‘ \ép)( J@‘(’"

Street No, or P.O, Box No,

L) b M AADO——

Zip Code No.

Subscribed and sworn to before me this ZO/ | day of U-dl/'? 19 ?}

MJW

Nolary Publie

NOTARY PUBLIC

r l
STATE OF NEVADA State o




.'_\.‘ .
whose post office address is

IN THE OFFICE OF THE STATE ENGINEER OF THE STATE OF NEVADA

IN THE MATTER OF APPLICATION NUMBER siuviesitersssuscnrsssossronss .

FILED BY Las Vegas Valley Water District PROTEST

°N0ctober 17

WaTERs oF... Underground

DANIEL WEAVER, AGENT FOR CHUCK MARQUES

Peinted or typed name of protestant

BOX 4 ELY, NEVADA 89301

Street No. or P.O. Box, Cily, Siate and Zip Code

Comes now

whose occupation is EQUIPMENT..QPERATOR and prolests the granting
of Application Number.......54003 ., filed on October. 11 19.89...
by Las Vegas Valley Water District to appropriate the

Printed or typed name of applicant

waters of Underground situated in.White Pine County
Underground or name of stieam, lake, spring or other source

County, State of Nevada, for the following reasons and on the following grounds, to wit:

SEE..ATTACHED

THEREFORE the protestant requests that the application be Denied

(Deaied, issued subject 1o prios sights, eic., as the case may be)

and that an order be entered for such relief as the State Engineer deems just and proper.

Signed 0(9 MJ /,uLeoW

Agent or protestamt
DANIEL WEAVER

Printed or typed name, if ageat

S.R. 1 BOX 5

Street No. or P.O. Uoa No.
ELY, NEVADA 89301

City, State and Zip Cude No.

Address

Subscribed and sworn to before me this........ & ....... day of. ES 2 J\ Y. l9q(>

K}nl\.c\ﬂ‘-//)’\l\ /\AI‘\A/l)//jA /n/\




REASONS AND GROUNDS FOR PROTEST

This Application is one of over 140 applications filed by the Las Vegas Valley Water Dis-
trict sceking to appropriate over 810,000 acre-feet of ground water for municipal use within
the service arca of the District in Clark County. Diversion and export of such a quantity of
water will lower the static water level in this basin, will adversely affect the quality of
remaining ground water and will further threaten springs, seeds and phreatophytes which
provide water and habitat critical to the survival of wildlife, grazing livestock and other sur-
face area existing uscs.

The appropriation of this water when added to the already approved appropriations and dedi-
cated users in this basin will exceed the safe yield of the basin. Appropriation and use of
this magnitude will lower the water table and degrade the quality of water from existing
wells, cause negative hydraulic gradient influences, further cause other negative impacts
and will adverscly affect existing rights adverse to the public interest.

This Application is one of over 140 applications filed by the Las Vegas Valley Water Dis-
trict secking a combined appropriation of over 860,000 acre-feet of ground and surface
water for municipal use in the Las Vegas Valley Artesian Basin. Diversion and export of
such a quantity of water will deprive the county and area of origin of the water needed for
its environment and cconomic well being and will unnecessarily destroy environmental,
ecological, scenic and recreational values that the State holds in trust for all its citizens.

The granting or approving of the subject Application in the absence of comprehensive plan-
ning, including but not limited to environmental impact considerations, sociocconomic im-
pact considerations, and waler resource plan consideration for the general Las Vegas Valley
area such as has been required by the Public Service Commission of private purveyors of
water, is detrimental (o the public welfare and interest.

The granting or approving of the subject Application in the absence of comprehensive water
resource development planning, including but not limited to, environmental impacts
socioeconomic impacts, and long term impacts on the waler resource, threatens to prove
detrimental to the public interest,

The granting or approval of the above-referenced Application would be detrimental to the

public interest in that it individually and cumulatively with other applications of the water
exploration project would:

a. Likely jeopardize the continued existence of endangered and threatened species
recognized under the Endangered Species Act and related state statutes;

b. Prevent or interfere with the conservation of those threatened or endangered species;

c. Take or harm those endangered species; and

d. Interfere with the purpose for which the Federal lands are managed under Federal

statutes including, but not limited to, the Federal Land Use Policy Act of 1976.

The approval of the subject Application will sanction and enhance the willful waste of water
allowed, if not encouraged, by the Las Vegas Valley Water District.

The subject Application secks to develop the waler resources of, and transport waler across,
lands of the Uniled States under the jurisdiction of the United States Department of interior,
Burcau of Land Management, This Application should be denied because the Las Vegas
Valley Waler District has not obtained right-or-way for water development on public lands
and the transportation of water from the proposed point of diversion lo the service arca of
the Las Vegas Valley Water District in Clark County.

This Application should be denied because it individually and cumulatively will increase the

waste of water and lack of effective conservation efforts in the Las Vegas Valley Waler Dis-
trict service arca. §

Tha T aan V7o v 18 ey . - . - . . -



12.

13,

14.

15.

16.

The above-referenced Application should be denied because the application fails to include

the statutorily required:

Description of proposed works;

b. The estimated cost of such works;

c. The estimated time required to construct the works and the estimated time required
to complete the application of water to beneficial use; and

d. The approximate
ment.

number of persons to be served and the approximate future require-

The subject Application should be denied because it individually and cumulatively with

other Applications will exceed the safe yield of this basin thereby adversely a

hreatophytes and create air contamination and air pollution in violation of State and

ederal Statutes, including but not limited to, the Clean Air Act and Chapter 445 of the
Nevada Revised Statutes.

This Application cannot

be granted because the applicant has failed to provide information N

to enable the State Engineer to grant the public interest properly. This Application and re-
lated applications associated with this major withdrawal out of the basin transfer project can-
not protperly be determined without an independent, formal and publicly-reviewable assess-

ment o

cumulative impacts of the proposed extractions;

mitigation measures that will reduce the impacts of the proposed extractions;
c. alternatives to the proposed extractions, including but not limited to, the alternatives

of no extraction
service area.

and mandatory and effective water conservation in the LYVWD

‘The undersigned additionally incorporates by reference as though fully set forth herein and

adopts as its own, each and every other protest to the aforementioned applications filed pur-

suant to NRS 533.36S.

N

In as much as a water extraction and trans-basin conveyance project of this magnitude has

never been considered by the State Engineer,
potential adverse affects without further study.

it is therefore impossible to anticipate all
Accordingly, the protestant reserves the

right to amend the subject protest to include such issues as they develop as a result of fur-

ther study.

111130 SHIINIONG V1S
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IN THE OFFICE OF TrlE STATE ENGINEER OF THE STATE OF NEVADA

IN THE MATTER OF APPLICATION Nunnn-:ﬁ__:ig_ojl

FiLED IY_MMMEE_ML PROTEST
on..October 17, . 1989 . 10 ArrroPRiATE THE

Warers or..Underaground

Comes now

whose post office address Is.

" whose occupation s & » and protests the granting
of Application Number. 53 :50—..—?..3 filed on October 17 . 19.82
by Las Vegas Valley Water District 10 appropriate the

Priated or typed name of applicant

waters of Underground . sltuated in..... Lincoln
Underground or name of siream, lake, spring or other sowrce

County, State of Nevada, for the following reasons and on the following grounds, to wit:
This application is one of 144 applications filed by the las Vegas Valley

Water District seeking a combined approprlation of ground and surface water

for municipal use in the Las Vegas Valley Artesmn Basin., Diversion and

export of such a quantity of water will deprive the county a area of origi :

of the water needed for its env t i _ ill

unnecessarily destroy environmental, ecological, scenic and recreational

values that the State hold in trust for all its citizens.

THEREFORE the protestant requests that the application be. Denied
(Denled, sued subject to prioe rights, etc., a3 the case moy be)

and that an order be entered for such reller as the State Bn;lneet deems just and proper.

s11;ne¢|.§§é.¢.@_€<zaaS J @ (/&Em@t:_____;

Ageni of proiesians

Prhuulndmuw

' Address /@-d{ /)b

» State and Zip Code No.

Subscribed and sworn to before me thi 57"{' day of.... U'UAM 199'5
NOTARY PUBLIC Notary Publie
STATE OF NEVADA © stateor. VN oy a oo
County of Lincoln _ ) o,

Cail N Armciranes . -



IN THE OFFICE OF THE STATE ENGINEER OF THE STATE OF NEVADA

IN THE MATTER OF APPLICATION Numeer 54003

FiLep BY __Las Vegas Valley Water District
} PROTEST
oN__ October 17 , 1989 , TO APPROPRIATE THE

WATERS OF Underground Sources

Comes now _the County of White Pine and the City of Ely, State of Nevada

Printed or typed name of protestant

whose post office address is __P. O. Box 1002,  Ely, Nevada 89301

Street No. oc P, O, Box, City, Siate and Zip Code

whose occupation is __Political Subdivision, State of Nevada and protests the granting

of Application Number ___ 54003 , filed on October 17 , 19_89

by __the Las Vegas Valley Water District to appropriate the
Printed or typed name of applicant

waters of Underground Sources situated in Lincoln

Underground oc name of stream, lake, spring or other source

County, State of Nevada, for the following reasons and on the following grounds, to wit:

See Attached

THEREFORE the protestant requests that the application be DENIED

(Denled, 1ssued subject to prior rights, etc., as the case may be)
and that an order be entered for such relief as the State Engineer deems just and proper.

Signed oL . P
~ Agent or pmfz
Name, Dan L. Papez, Agefit
Printed o typed name\ 1l agehit

Address P. 0. Box 240

Street No. or P. O. Box No.

Address Ely, Nevada 89301

Clty, Stale and Zip Code No.

Subscribed and sworn to before me this _s, E > d day of July ,19.90 .

&‘QLA)..LD \CD)W&.UJ roa /

e ASACEIMN & aame o e — -



The City cf Ely and The Board of County Commissioners, White
Pine County, State of Nevada, 4o hereby protest the above
referenced application upon the following grounds:

1. Upon information and belief Protestant asserts that there
is not sufficient unappropriated groundwater in Spring Valley to
provide the water sought in Application Number _ 54003 and
all other pending applications involving the utilization of
surface and ground water from that Basin.

2. Upon information and belief Protestant asserts that the
appropriation of this water when added to the already approved
appropriations to dedicated users in the Spring Valley Basin will
exceed the annual recharge and safe yield of the basin.
Appropriation and use of this magnitude will lower the water table
and degrade the quality of water from existing wells, cause
negative hydraulic gradient influences, further cause other
negative impacts and will adversely affect existing rights adverse
to the public interest.

3. That the groundwater sought in Application Number
54003 will conflict with and interfere with groundwater
sought in previously filed Applications in the Spring Valley Basin
as.set out a State Engineer's abstract which is hereto as Exhibit
"A" fully incorporated herein, said Applications being prior in
time to the instant Application and which have not been acted upon
by the State Engineer.

4. The granting or approval of the instant Application would
conflict with or tend to impair existing water rights in the
Spring Valley Basin in that it would exceed the safe yield of the
subject basin and unreasonably lower the static water level and
sanction water mining which is contrary to public policy in the
State of Nevada.

5. That the appropriation of the water sought in the instant

Application, when added to the other pending Applications and to
the already approved appropriations and dedicated uses in the
Spring Valley Basin, will lower the static water level in Spring
Valley Basin, will adversely affect the quality of the remaining
ground water and will further threaten springs, seeps and
phreatophytes which provide water and habitat critical to the use

and survival of wildlife, grazing livestock and other surface
existing uses.
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6. This 2Application is one of approximately 147 applications
filed hy the Las Vegas Valley Water District seeking a combined
appropriation of approximately 860,000 acre feet of ground and
surface water for municipal use in the Las Vegas Valley Artesian
Basin. Diversion and export of such a quantity of water will
deprive the county and area of origin of the water needed for its
environment and economic well being and will unnecessarily destroy
or damage environmental, ecological, scenic and recreational
values that the State holds in trust for all its citizens.

7. The granting or approving of the subject Application in
the absence of comprehensive planning, including but not limited
to environmental impact considerations, socioceconomic impact
considerations, and a water resource plan consideration for the
general Las Vegas Valley area such as has been required by the
Public Service Commission of private purveyors of water, is
detrimental to the public welifiare and interest.

8. The granting or approving of the subject Application in
the absence of comprehensive water resource development planning,
including but not limited to, environmental impacts, socioceconomic
impact, and long term impacts on the water resource, threatens to
prove detrimental to the public interest.

9. Granting or approval of the above-referenced Application
would be detrimental to the public interest in that it
individually and cumulatively with other applications of the water
exploration project would:

{1) Likely jeopardize the continued existence of
endangered and threatened species recognized under
the Endangered Species Act and related state
statues;

{2} Prevent or interfere with the conservation and
management of those threatened or endangered
species;

{3} Take or harm those endangered species; and

(4) Interfere with the purpose for which the Federal
lands are managed under Federal statutes including,
but not limited to, the Federal Land Use Policy Act
of 1976.

10. That the withdrawal of the ground water sought in this
Application and/or in conjunction with withdrawal of groundwaters
sought in other Applications in Spring Valley included in the
water importation project will exceed the annual recharge and safe
yield of the basin and will cause the loss of surface plant
communities that provide forage and habitat for wildlife and
forage for livestock, thus eliminating those uses of the basin.




11. That the granting of this Application together with the
companion Applications filed as part of the water importation
project will necessitate the Applicant to locate well sites,
build road and power lines to each well site, causing surface
disturbance and degradation of the environment, including loss of
wildlife habitat, wildlife populations, and grazing lands for
livestock.

12. The approval of the subject Application will sanction and
enhance the willful waste of water allowed, if not encouraged, bv
the Las Vegas Valley Water District, and that such waste of water
is contrary to public policy in the State of Nevada.

13. The subject Application seeks to develop the water
resources of, and transport water across, lands of the United
States under the jurisdiction of the United States Department of
Interior, Bureau of Land Management. This application should be
denied because the Las Vegas Valley Water District has not
obtained or demonstrated that it can obtain right-of-way for water
development on public lands and the transportation of water from
the proposed point of diversion to the service area of the Las
Vegas Valley Water District in Clark County, and therefore cannot
show that the water will ever be placed in beneficial use.

14. The Application should be denied because it individually
and cumulatively with other Applications of the water importation
project will perpetuate and may increase the inefficient use of
water and frustrate efforts of water demand management in the Las
Vegas Valley Water District service area.

15. The Las Vegas Valley Water District lacks the financial
capability of transporting water under the subject permit as a
prerequisite to placing the water to beneficial use and
accordingly, the subject Application should be denied.

16. The abave-reference Application should be denied because
the Application fails to adequately include the statutorily
required information, to wit;

(1) Description of proposed works;
{2) The estimated cost of such works;

(3) The estimated time required to construct the works
and the estimated time required to complete the
application of water to beneficial use; and

{4) The approximate number of persons to be served and
the approximate future requirement.

17. The subject Application should be denied because it
individually and cumulatively with other Applications will exceed
the safe yield of the Spring Valley Basin thereby adversely affect
phreatophytes and create air contamination and air pollution in




violation of State and Federal Statutes, including but not limited

to, the Clean Air Act and Chapter 445 of the Nevada Revised
Statutes.

18. The Application cannot be granted because the applicant
has failed to provide information to enable the State Engineer to
guard the public interest properly. This Application and related
applications associated with this major withdrawal of groundwater
out of the basin cannot properly be determined without an
independent, formal and publicly-reviewable assessment of:

a. cumulative environmental and socioceconomic impacts
of the propossd extractions;

L. mitigation measures that will reduce such impacts
of the proposed extractions;

c. alternatives to the proposed extractions, including
but not limited to, the alternatives of no extraction
and mandatory and effective water conservation in the
Las Vegas Valley Water District service area.

19. That this Application should be denied because the
Applicant has failed to provide to Protestant relevant information
regarding this Application and other Applications which comprise
this project as required by N.R.S. 533.363. That the failure to
provide such relevant information denies Protestant due process of
law under Chapter 533, N.R.S., in that said relevant information
may provide Protestant with further meaningful grounds of protest,
and that Protestant may be forever barred from submitting such
further grounds of protest because the protest period may run
before Applicant provides such required information. That the
failure of Applicant to provide such information denies Protestant
with meaningful opportunity to submit protests to this Application
and other Applications included in this project as allowed by
Chapter 533, N.R.S.

20. The subject Application should be denied because the
population projections upon which the water demand projections are
based are unrealistic and ignore numerous constraints to growth,
including traffic congestion, increase costs of infrastructure and
services, degraded air quality, etc.

21. The subject Application should be denied because previous
and current conservation programs instituted by the Las Vegas
Water District are ineffective, public-relations oriented efforts
that are unlikely to achieve substantial water savings. Public
policy and public interest considerations should preclude the
negative environmental and sociceconomic consequences of the
proposed transfers on areas of origin when the potential water

importer has failed to make a good-faith effort to efficiently use
currently available supplies.

22. The subject Application should be denied because the
enormous costs of the project likely will result in water rate
increases of such a magnitude that demand will be substantially
reduced, thereby rendering the water transfer unnecessary.




23. The granting or approval of the above-referenced
Application would be detrimental to the public interest and is not
made in good faith since it would allow the Las Vegas Valley Water
District to lock up vital water resources for possible use
sometime in the distant future beyond current planning horizons.

24, The subject Application should be denied because current
and developing trends in housing, landscaping, national plumbing
fixture stands, and demographic patterns all suggest that the
simplistic water demand forecasts upon which the proposed
transfers are based substantially overstate future water demand
neegs.

25. The subject Application should be denied because the
current per capita water consumption rate for the Las Vegas Valley
Water District is double that of similarly situated southwestern
municipalities. This suggests enormous potential for more
cost-effective supply alternatives, including demand management
and effluent re-use. These alternatives have not been seriously
considered by the Las Vegas Valley Water District.

26. The subject Application should be denied because the
enormous costs of the project likely will result in water rate
increases of such a magnitude that demand will be substantially
reduced, thereby rendering the transfers unnecessary.

27. The subject Application should be denied because the
current per capita water consumption rate for the the Las Vegas
Valley Water District currently is double that of similarly
situated southwestern municipalities. This suggests enormous
potential for more cost-effective supply alternatives, including
demand management and effluent re-use, which avoid the negative
impacts on rural areas of origin and have not been considered.

28. That the State Engineer has previously denied other
groundwater Applications submitted by other Applicants in the
subject basin, said Applications having been prior in time to the
instant Application and those associated with the water
importation project. That the grounds of denial for prior
Applications should apply equally to the instant Application and
if appropriate, should provide grounds to deny the instant
Application.

29. Inasmuch as water extraction and the trans-basin
conveyance project of this magnitude has never been considered by
the State Engineer, it is therefore impossible to anticipate all
potential adverse affects without further study. Accordingly, the
Protestant reserves the right to amend the subject protest to
include such issues as they develope as a result of further study.

30. The undersigned additionally incorporates by reference as
though fully set forth herein and adopts as its own, each and
every other protest to this Application and/or to any Application
filed that is included in this project and filed pursuant to
N.R.S. 533.365.
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IN THE OFFICE OF THE STATE ENGINEER OF THE STATE OF NEVADA

IN THE MATTER OF APPLICATION Numeer 54003

FIiLED BY

Las Vegas Valley Water District

} PROTEST

oN ___October 17 , 1989 | To APPROPRIATE THE

WATERS OF

Underground Sources

P o

Comes now _the County of White Pine and the City of Ely, State of Nevada

Printed or typed name of protestani

4 whose post office address is __P. O, Box 1002, _ Ely, Nevada 89301
Sireei No. or P. O. Box, Clty, Suie and Zip Code
whose occupation is _Political Subdivision, State of Nevada and protests the granting
of Application Number 54003 , filed on October 17 , 19_89
by __the Las Vegas Valley Water District to appropriate the
* Frinted or typed name of spplicant
waters of Underground Sources situated in Lincoln
Underground or name of sireumn, ke, spring or olher source
County, State of Nevada, for the following reasons and on the following grounds, to wit:
See Attached
—

»

THEREFORE the protestant requests that the application be DENIED

Denled, lasued subject to prior riy) €.y wa Ihie Cuse may be}

and that an order be entered for such relief as the State Engineer deems.just and proper.

Subscribed and swomn to before me this ~8 7~/

Signed o JL .

Agentor protestant  ff "

Name Dan L, Papez, _Agent
Prlnted or iyped name, If sget

Address P, O. Box 240

Sirest No, or I'. O, Box No.

Address Ely, Nevada 89301

Cly, Sule snd ZIp Code No.

nnnnonnnnnonnonnnnno

228

MAP'= E. KALLERES
Notary Public - State of Nevada
Whit: 2ine County, Nevada
My commtssion expires Nov. 21, 1983

[ 11 Al

UUIHHH!HHBBUIBUUUUUGOUUOUGGU

day of July ,19.90 .
o) kel /ST
NolryfPublic
State of Nevada

County of White Pine

$10 FILING FEE MUST ACCOMPANY PROTEST. PROTEST MUST BE FILED IN DUPLICATE.
ALL COPIES MUST CONTAIN ORIGINAL SIGNATURE



REASONS AND GROUNDS FOR PROTEST

The Zity of Fly and The Board of Zoun%ty Commissioners, White
Pine County, State of Nevada, do hereby protest the above
referenced application upon the £2llowing grounds:

1. Upon information and belief Protestant asserts that there
is not sufficient unappropriated groundwater in the subject Basin
Lo provide the water sought in the Instant Application and all
other pending applications involving the utilization of surface
and ground water from that Basin.

2. Upon information and belief Protestant asserts that the
appropriation of this water when added to the already approved
appropriations to dedicated users in the subject Basin will exceed
the annual recharge and safe yield of the basin. Appropriation
and use of this magnitude will lower the water table and degrade
the quality of water from =sxisting wells, cause negative hydraulic
gradient influences, further ~ause other negative impacts and will
adversely affect existing rights adverse to the public interest.

3. That the groundwater sought in the instant Application
interfers with existing water rights in the subject basin.

4. The granting or approval of the instant Application would
conflict with or tend to impair existing water rights in the
subject Basin in that it would exceed the safe yield of the
subject Basin and unreasonably lower the static water level and

sanction water mining which is contrary to public policy in the
State of Nevada.

5. That the appropriation of the water sought in the instant
Application, when added to the other pending Applications and to
the already approved appropriations and dedicated uses in the
subject Basin, will lower the static water level in subject Basin,
will adversely affect the quality of the remaining ground water
and will further threaten springs, seeps and phreatophytes which
provide water and habitat critical to the use and survival of
wildlife, grazing livestock and other surface existing uses.



6. This Application is one »f approximately 147 applications
filed by the Las Vegas Valley Water District seeking a combined
appropriation of approximately 860,000 acre feet of ground and
surface water for municipal use in the Las Vegas Valley Artesian
Basin. Diversion and export of such a quantity of water will
deprive the county and arza of origin of the water needed for its
environment and economic well being and will unnecessarily destroy
or damage environmental, ecclogical, scenic and recreational
values that the State holds in trust for all its citizens.

7. The granting or approving of the subject Application in
the absence of comprehensive planning, including but not limited
to environmental impact considerations, socioceconomic impact
considerations, and a water resource plan consideration for the
general Las Vegas Valley area such as has been required by the
Public Service Commission of private purveyors of water, is
detrimental to the public welfare and interest.

8. The granting or approving of the subject Application in
the absence of comprehensive water resource development planning,
including but not limited to, environmental impacts, socioeconomic
impact, and long term impacts on the water resource, threatens to
prove detrimental to the public interest.

9. Granting or approval of the above-referenced Application
would be detrimental to the public interest in that it
individually and cumulatively with other applications of the water
exploration project would:

(1) Likely jeopardize the continued existence of
endangered and threatened species recognized under
the Endangered Species Act and related state
statues;

{(2) Prevent or interfere with the conservation and
management of those threatened or endangered
species;-

(3) Take or harm those endangered species; and

(4) Interfere with the purpose for which the Federal
lands are managed under Federal statutes including,

but not limited to, the Federal Land Use Policy Act
of 197s6.

10. That the withdrawal of the ground water sought in this
Application and/or in conjunction with withdrawal of groundwaters
sought in other Applications in the subject Basin included in the
water importation project will exceed the annual recharge and safe
yield of the basin and will cause the loss of surface plant
communities that provide forage and habitat for wildlife and
forage for livestock, thus eliminating those uses of the basin.



11. That the granting of this Application together with the
companion Applications filed as part of the water importation
project will necessitate the Applicant to locate well sites,
build road and power lines to each well site, causing surface
disturbance and degradation of the environment, including loss of
wildlife habitat, wildlife populations, and grazing lands for
livestock.

12. The approval of the subject Application will sanction and
enhance the willful waste of water allowed, if not encouraged, by
the Las Vegas Valley Water District, and that such waste of water
is contrary to public policy in the State of Nevada.

13. The subject Application sesks to develop the water
resources of, and transport water across, lands of the United
States under the jurisdiction of the United States Department of
Interior, Bureau of Land Management. This application should be
denied because the Las Vegas Valley Water District has not
obtained or demonstrated that it can obtain right-of-way for water
development on public lands and the transportation of water from
the proposed point of diversion to the service area of the Las
Vegas Valley Water District in Clark County, and therefore cannot
show that the water will ever be placed in beneficial use.

14. The Application should be denied because it individually
and cumulatively with other Applications of the water importation
project will perpetuate and may increase the inefficient use of
water and frustrate efforts of water demand management in the Las
Vegas Valley Water District service area.

15. The Las Vegas Valley Water District lacks the financial
capability of transporting water under the subject permit as a
prerequisite to placing the water to beneficial use and

accordingly, the subject Application should be denied.

16. The above-reference Application should be denied because
the Application fails to adequately include the statutorily
required information, to wit;

(1) Description of proposed works;
(2) The estimated cost of such works;

(3) The estimated time required to construct the works
and the estimated time required to complete the
application of water to beneficial use; and

(4) The approximate number of persons to be served and
the approximate future requirement.

17. The subject Application should be denied because it
individually and cumulatively with other Applications will exceed
the safe yield of the subject Basin thereby adversely affect
phreatophytes and create air contamination and air pollution in



'

violation of State and Federal Statutes, including but not limited
to, the Clean Air Act and Chapter 445 of the Nevada Revised
Statutes.

18. The Application cannot be granted because the applicant
has failed to provide information to enable the State Engineer to
guard the public interest properly. This Application and related
applications associated with this major withdrawal of groundwater
out of the basin cannot properly be determined without an
independent, formal and publicly-reviewable assessment of:

a. cumulative environmental and socioeconomic impacts
of the proposed extractions;

b. mitigation measures that will reduce such impacts
of the proposed extractions;

c. alternatives to the proposed extractions, including
but not limited to, the alternatives of no extraction
and mandatory and effective water conservation in the
Las Vegas Valley Water District service area.

19. That this Application should be denied because the
Applicant has failed to provide to Protestant relevant information
regarding this Application and other Applications which comprise
this project as required by N.R.S. 533.363. That the failure to
provide such relevant information denies Protestant due process of
law under Chapter 533, N.R.S., in that said relevant information
may provide Protestant with further meaningful grounds of protest,
and that Protestant may be forever barred from submitting such
further grounds of protest because the protest period may run
before Applicant provides such required information. That the
failure of Applicant to provide such information denies Protestant
with meaningful opportunity to submit protests to this Application
and other Applications included in this project as allowed by
Chapter 533, N.R.S.

20. The subject Application should be denied because the
population projections upon which the water demand projections are
based are unrealistic and ignore numerous constraints to growth,
including traffic congestion, increase costs of infrastructure and
services, degraded air quality, etc.

21. The subject Application should be denied because previous
and current conservation programs instituted by the Las Vegas
Water District are ineffective, public-~relations oriented efforts
that are unlikely to achieve substantial water savings. Public
policy and public interest considerations should preclude the
negative environmental and socioeconomic consequences of the
proposed transfers on areas of origin when the potential water
importer has failed to make a good-faith effort to efficiently use
currently available supplies.

22. The subject Application should be denied because the
enormous costs of the project likely will result in water rate
increases of such a magnitude that demand will be substantially
reduced, thereby rendering the water transfer unnecessary.



23. The granting or approval of the above-referenced
Application would be detrimental to the public interest and is not
made in good faith since it would allow the Las Vegas Valley Water
District to lock up vital water resources for possible use
sometime in the distant future beyond current planning horizons.

24. The subject Application should be denied because current
and developing trends in housing, landscaping, national plumbing
fixture stands, and demographic patterns all suggest that the
simplistic water demand forecasts upon which the proposed

transfers are based substantially overstate future water demand
needs.

25. The subject Application should be denied because the
enormous costs of the project likely will result in water rate
increases of such a magnitude that demand will be substantially
reduced, thereby rendering the transfers unnecessary.

26. The subject Application should be denied because the
current per capita water consumption rate for the the Las Vegas
Valley Water District currently is double that of similarly
situated southwestern municipalities. This suggests enormous
potential for more cost-effective supply alternatives, including
demand management and effluent re-use, which avoid the negative
impacts on rural areas of origin and have not been considered.

27. That the State Engineer has previously denied other
groundwater Applications submitted by other Applicants in the
subject basin, said Applications having been prior in time to the
instant Application and those associated with the water
importation project. That the grounds of denial for prior
Applications should apply equally to the instant Application and

if appropriate, should provide grounds to deny the instant
Application.

.28. Inasmuch as water extraction and the trans-basin
conveyance project of this magnitude has never been considered by
the State Engineer, it is therefore impossible to anticipate all
potential adverse affects without further study. Accordingly, the
Protestant reserves the right to amend the subject protest to
include such issues as they develope as a result of further study.

29. The undersigned additionally incorporates by reference as
though fully set forth herein and adopts as its own, each and
every other protest to this Application and/or to any Application

filed that is included in this project and filed pursuant to
N.R.S. 533.365.



IN THE OFFICE OF TrlE STATE ENGINEER OF THE STATE OF NEVADA

IN THE MATTER OF APPLICATION Nuunn-‘ﬁ:%gg_a_,

FiLED avhimmw&mmq

on...October 17, 1989, 10 Arnouu\n ™HE

WatErs or.. IInderground

PROTEST

Comes now @d_ 77{{ ZM//) 7.?/7

Printed or iyped name of protestany . >
whose post office address l{ﬂm—ﬁ%ww___.__
g 4 o

whose occupation is + and protests the granting
of Application Number_.iﬁ.@i.m_m.. filed on Octover 17 - » 19 89
las Vegas Valley Water District h
by e e to appropriate the
waters of mdewmmwlmued in.......Lincoln
uuauoundovumolumn.llh.lwluwmh«m

County, State of Nevada, for the following reasons and on the following grounds, to wii:

This application is one of 144 applications filed by the Las Vegas Valley

Water District seeking a combined appropriation of eground and surface water

for municipal use in the Las Vegas Valley Artes1an Basin. Diversion and

export of such a quantity of water will deprive the gounty and area of origin ’
of the water ne_.e-_.__._.__i__._&_wded for its enviro lent.and_ecopomic 'well being and will

unnecessarily destroy environmental, ecological, scen_ic and recreational

values that the State hold in trust for all its 'citigens.

‘ ied
THEREFORE the protestant requesu. that the application N—._.E T

and that an order be entered for such rellef as the State Englneet-deems lun and proper.

Slsned

Address

7DKL/M 'Z ;“4’27" K042,
Chy, and 2ip Code No.

. e _
Subscribed and sworn to before me lhlr....é_ day of %d-:%:%:...__wi@
i Notary Publle

r-—————q------n——-‘ . M
- Notary Fubic-State Of Nevada | State of .

COUNTY OF LINCOLN .
'&‘a@;g ALICE ¢ S!MKine H - N




IN THE OFFICE OF THE STATE ENGINEER OF THE STATE OF NEVADA

IN THE MATTER OF APPLICATION NUMBER ....5..‘.‘.9.(.) 3

Froep y_Las Vegas Valley Water District

oN October 17 19 89

PROTEST

+ TO APPROPRIATE THE

WATERS OF Underground

Comes now.... U:S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Printed or typed name of protestant

“™ whose post office address is..._1002_NE_Holladay Street, Portland, OR 97232-4181

Street No. or P.O. Box, City, State and Zip Code

. . conservation, protection, and enhancement of fish, wﬂ T1ife and their habit
whose occupation is protests the granting

of Application Number 54003 , filed on October 17 19.89

by...Las Vegas Valley Water District

Printed or typed name of applicant
waters of Underground situated jn..___Lincoln

Underground or name of stream, lake, spring or other source

to appropriate the

County, State of Nevada, for the following reasons and on the following grounds, to wit:

See Attached.

THEREFORE the protestant requests that the application be Denied

(Denied, issued subject 10 prior rights, etc., as the case may be)

and that an order be entered ',or such relief as the State Engineer deems just and proper.

-

": Signed W%Mm/

Marvin L. Plenert. " BosYonal Director

FencdangedmtaTdsfe Service
Address 1002 NE Holladay St.

Street No. or P.O. Box No.

Portland, OR 97232-4181

City, State and Zip Code No.

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 2 {’&( day of /0(""‘" 19 2o
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The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) protests water right applications
53947 through 54036, 54038 through 54066, 54068 through 54092, 54105, and
54106, of which this protest is a part, which were filed by the Las Vegas
Valley Water District (LVVWD). Granting the above applications would not be
in the public interest and, in addition, would injure the Service’s senior
water rights.

The currently available information indicates that the impacts, both short and
long term, which would result from withdrawal (extraction) of underground
water as proposed by LVVWD, would adversely affect the water rights held by
the Service and the water available to wildlife and plants in general.

The "underground source" of the water proposed to be appropriated by LVVWD
will intercept the source of the water that now maintains the numerous
springs, seeps, marshes, streams, and riparian and mesquite habitats that
support the wildlife and plant resources including endangered and threatened
species in the state of Nevada. These water resources are dependent on the
ground water systems from which applicant proposes to tap.

The Service’s mission is to conserve, protect, and enhance fish, wildlife, and
their habitats for the continuing benefit of the American people. In southern
Nevada, the Service manages four National Wildlife Refuges (NWR):

o Ash Meadows NWR. This refuge was established in June 1984 and comprises
approximately 23,500 acres of spring-fed wetlands and alkaline desert
uplands that provide habitat for numerous plants and animals found
nowhere else in the world. Five species at the refuge are listed under
the Endangered Species Act, and seven species are threatened. Twenty
other species are candidates for listing.

+ Desert National Wildlife Range. This refuge was established in 1936 and
encompasses over 2,200 square miles. The most important objective is
perpetuating the desert bighorn sheep and its habitat. Dependable,
year-round water sources located throughout bighorn habitat enable the
sheep to use all available habitat which reduces competition for food,
cover, water, and space. The Corn Creek Spring ponds on the refuge are
the home of the endangered Pahrump poolfish. -

« Moapa NWR. This refuge was established in 1979 to secure habitat for
the Moapa dace, an endangered minnow endemic to the headwaters of the
Muddy River. Historically, the dace was common throughout the
headwaters of the Muddy River but in the last decade populations have
declined sharply due to habitat destruction and alterations and
competition with introduced non-native species.
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- Pahranagat NWR. This refuge was established in 1964 to provide a
stopping point for waterfowl and other migratory birds as they migrate
south in the fall and back north in the early spring. These waterfowl
are attracted by the refuge’s 5,380 acres of marshes, open water, native
grass meadows, and cultivated croplands. The refuge is the home of the
endangered bald eagle and five candidate species.

These four southern Nevada refuges support migratory birds, endangered and
threatened species, and other plant and wildlife species. Loss of sufficient
water supply to the refuges would eliminate or degrade critical wildlife
habitat and could eliminate some or all of the migratory birds, endangered and
threatened species, and other wildlife the refuges have been established to
protect. This would defeat the very purposes of the refuges and interfere
with the Service’s mandated responsibilities under the Migratory Bird Treaty
Act, 16 U.S.C s 703 et seq., (MBTA) and the Endangered Species Act (ESA) of
1973, 16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq., among other federal laws. Reducing the refuges’
water supply through approval of the applications could also constitute
violations of the ESA and MBTA.

In addition to the endangered and threatened species found on the refuges,
endangered and threatened species are found at numerous other sites in
southern Nevada. Significantly reducing water supplies at these locations
would also adversely affect these species. The preamble to the Endangered
Species Act states that endangered and threatened species of fish, wildlife
and plants . . . "are of aesthetic, ecological, educational, historical,
recreational and scientific value to the Nation and its people." Congress,
through enactment of the EAdangered Species Act, has clearly expressed a

national public interest #n preserving endangered and threatened plant and
animal species.

The Service also has water rights for surface and ground water at each of the
four southern Nevada National Wildlife Refuges. Approval of the applications

would significantly reduce the water available at the refuges and injure the
Service’s water rights.

The Fish and Wildlife Service strongly urges the State Engineer to undertake a
comprehensive study of the environmental impacts to southern Nevada that the
withdrawing of approximately 860,000 acre-feet of water, the amount applied
for by the Las Vegas Valley Water District, would have on the hydrologically

connected basins in this area of the state prior to approving any of the
applications.




IN THE OFFICE OF THE STATE ENGINEER OF THE STATE OF NEVADA

IN THE MATTER OF AppLication Numser 54003
Frep sy the Las Vegas Valley Water District PROTEST
oN October 17, 1989 10 APPROPRIATE THE

Warers oF Underground

Comes now the County of Nye, State of Nevada, whose post office addrt;ss is P.O. Box 1767, Tonopah, NV, 89049,
@hose occupation is Political Subdivision, State of Nevada, and protests the granting of Application Number 54003, filed on
October 17, 1989, by the Las Vegas Valley Water District to appropriate the waters of Underground situated in Lincoin

County, State of Nevada, for the following reasons and on the following grounds, to wit:
See attached.

THEREFORE the protestant requests that the application by DENIED and that an order be entered for such relief as the

State Engineer deems just and proper.

P A [~ |
{ ‘) Stephen T. Bradhurst, Agent
Address: P.O. Box 1510, Reno, NV 89505

Subscribed and sworn to before me this él!'!-_» day of July _. , 1990.

MARY SEERLEY
A\OTARY PUSLIC
STALE OF NZVADA 1

State of Nevada

County of Washoe LAS L0 COLNIY




REASONS AND GROUNDS FOR PROTEST BY NYE COUNTY

The Nye County Board of Commissioners, State of Nevada, does hereby protest the 'above-
referenced Application for the following reasons and on the following grounds, to wit:

1.

Upon information and belief protestant asserts that there is not sufficient
unappropriated ground water in host water basin to provide the water sought in the
above-referenced Application and all other pending applications involving the
utilization of surface and ground water from the basin.

The appropriation of this water when added to the already approved appropriations
and existing uses and water rights in host water basin will exceed the annual
recharge and safe yield of the basin. Appropriation and use of this magnitude will
lower the water table; degrade the quality of water from existing wells; cause
negative hydraulic gradient influences; and threaten springs, seeps and phreatophytes
which provide water and habitat that are critical to the survival of wildlife and
grazing livestock.

The granting or approval of the above-referenced Application would unreasonably
lower the water table and sanction water mining, which is contrary to Nevada law
and public policy.

This Application is one of 146 applications filed by the Las Vegas Valley Water
District seeking a combined appropriation of some 864,195 acre-feet of ground and
surface water primarily for municipal use in Clark County. Diversion and export
of such a quantity of water will deprive the area of origin of the water needed to
protect and enhance its environment and economic well-being; and the diversion
will unnecessarily destroy environmental, ecological, scenic and recreational values
that the State holds in trust for all its citizens.

The granting or approval of the above-referenced Application in the absence of
comprehensive water-resource development planning, including, but not limited to,
environmental-impact considerations, socioeconomic-impact considerations,
cost/benefit considerations, water-resource evaluation by an independent entity, and
a water-resource plan for the Las Vegas Valley Water District (such as is required
by the Public Service Commission of water purveyors) is detrimental to the public
welfare and interest. - o=

The granting or approval of the above-referenced Application would be <.1etn:mental
to the public interest in that it, individually and together with other applications of
the water importation project, would:

a. Likely jeopardize the continued existence of endangered and threatened
species recognized under the federal Endangered Species Act and related
state statutes;
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10.

11.

b. Prevent or interfere with the conservation of those threatened or endangered
species;

c. Take or harm those endangered or threatened species; and

Interfere with the purpose for which the federal lands are managed under
federal statutes including, but not limited to, the Federal Land Use Policy
Act of 1976.

The granting or approval of the above-referenced Application will sanction and
encourage the willful waste of water that has been allowed, if not encouraged, by
the Las Vegas Valley Water District. Said waste of water is contrary to Nevada
law and public policy.

The subject Application seeks to develop the water resources of, and transport
water across, lands of the United States under the jurisdiction of the United States
Department of Interior. This Application should be denied because the Las Vegas
Valley Water District has not obtained or demonstrated that it can obtain the
necessary legal interest (right-of-way) on said lands to extract, develop and
transport water from the point of diversion to the point of use in the Las Vegas
Valley Water District service area. Therefore, the Las Vegas Valley Water District
cannot show that the water will ever be placed in beneficial use.

The Application should be denied because it individually and cumulatively with
other applications of the water importation project will perpetuate and may increase
the inefficient use of water in the Las Vegas Valley Water District service area and
frustrate efforts at water-demand management in the Las Vegas Valley Water
District service area.

The Las Vegas Valley Water District lacks the financial capability for developing
and transporting water under the subject permit, which is a prerequisite to putting
the water to beneficial use; and accordingly, the subject Application should be
denied.

The above-referenced Application should be denied because it fails to adequately
include the statutorily required information, to wit:

a. Description of proposed works;
b. The estimated cost of such works;

c. The estimated time required to construct the works and the estimated time
required to complete the application of water to beneficial use;

d. The approximate number of persons to be served and the future requirement;
and

e. The dimensions and location of proposed water-storage reservoirs, the
capacity of the proposed reservoirs, and a description of the lands to be
submerged by impounded waters.
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12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

The subject Application should be denied because it individually and cumulatively
with other applications of the proposed project will exceed the safe yield of host
water basin thereby adversely affecting phreatophytes and creating air contamination
and air pollution in violation of State and Federal Statutes, including, but not
limited to, the Clean Air Act and Chapter 445 of the Nevada Revised Statutes.

The Application cannot be granted because the applicant has failed to provide
information to enable the State Engineer to properly safeguard the public interest.
The adverse effects of this Application and related applications associated with the
proposed water appropriation and transportation project (largest appropriation of
ground water in the history of the State of Nevada) cannot properly be evaluated
without an independent, formal and publicly reviewable assessment of the
following:

a. The water resources of the proposed area of diversion and the cumulative
effects of the proposed diversions;

b. Mitigation measures that will reduce the impacts of the proposed extraction;
and

c.  Alternatives to the proposed extraction, including, but not limited to, the
alternatives of no extraction and aggressive implementation of all proven and
cost-effective water-demand management strategies.

The above-referenced Application should be denied because the applicant has failed
to provide the protestant relevant information regarding this Application and other
applications which comprise the proposed importation project (works) as required
by N.R.S. 533.363. The failure to provide such relevant information denies
protestant due process of law under Chapter 533, N.R.S,, in that said relevant
information may provide protestant with further meaningful grounds of protest, and
that protestant may be forever barred from submitting such further grounds of
protest because the protest period may end before Applicant provides such required
information. The failure of applicant to provide such information denies protestant
the meaningful opportunity to submit protests to this Application and other
applications associated with the water importation project as allowed by Chapter
533, N.RS. :

The subject Application should be denied because the population projections upon
which the water-demand projections are based are unrealistic and ignore numerous
constraints to growth, including traffic congestion, increased costs of infrastructure
and services, degraded air quality, protection of rare and endangered species, etc.

The subject Application should be denied because previous and current conservation
programs instituted by the Las Vegas Valley Water District are inefficient public-
relations-oriented efforts that are unlikely to achieve substantial water savings.
Public-policy and public-interest considerations should preclude the negative
environmental and socioeconomic consequences of the proposed transfers on areas
of origin when the potential water importer has failed to make a good-faith effort
to efficiently use currently available supplies.
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17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

The subject Application should be denied because the enormous costs of the project
likely will result in water-rate increases of such a magnitude that demand will be
substantially reduced, thereby rendering the water transfer unnecessary.

The granting or approval of the above-referenced Application would be detrimental
to the public interest and not made in good faith since it would allow the Las
Vegas Valley Water District to lock up vital water resources for possible use
sometime in the distant future beyond current planning horizons.

The subject Application should be denied because current and developing trends in
housing, landscaping, national plumbing-fixture standards and demographic patterns
all suggest that the simplistic water-demand forecasts upon which the proposed
transfers are based substantially overstate future water-demand needs.

The subject Application should be denied because the current per capita water-
consumption rate for the Las Vegas Valley Water District is double that of
similarly situated southwestern municipalities. This suggests enormous potential for
most cost-effective supply alternatives, including demand management and effluent
re-use. These alternatives have not been seriously considered by the Las Vegas
Valley Water District.

The above-referenced Application should be denied because the State Engineer has
previously denied other applications for water from the host water basin, said
applications having been prior in time to the instant Application and those
applications associated with the water importation project. The grounds for denial
(e.g., applicant does not own or control the land on which the water is to be
diverted, approval would be detrimental to the public welfare, etc.) of the prior
applications should apply equally to the instant Applicant and provide grounds to
deny the instant Application.

The granting or approval of the above-referenced Application and the other
applications associated with the water-importation project will most likely have a
negative impact on Nevada’s environment (see the report entitled Las Vegas Water
Importation Project Technology Assessment by Baughman and Finson). Therefore,
the subject Application should be denied by the State Engineer since it is the
public policy of the State of Nevada, per Governor Bob Miller’s January 25, 1990,
State of the State Address, to protect Nevada’s environment, even at the expense of
growth (see page 11 of the Address).

The State Engineer is a member of the State of Nevada Environmental Commission
(N.R.S. 445.451). This entity has the duty to prevent, abate and control air
pollution in the State of Nevada, including Las Vegas Valley. Air pollution in Las
Vegas Valley is so bad that the Valley has been classified a non-attainment area

for national and state ambient air-quality standards for CO and PMIO. The Las
Vegas Valley Water District applications for water from central, eastern and
southern Nevada are for the purpose of securing water to encourage and support
future growth in Las Vegas Valley. The State Engineer should deny the above-
referenced Application and the other applications associated with the water-
importation project since more water means more growth—therefore, more air

)
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24.

25.

26.

27.

28.

pollution. The State Engineer should be taking steps to ameliorate the air-quality
problem in Las Vegas Valley, not exacerbate it. The State Engineer, along with
the other members of the Environmental Commission, has the legal and moral
responsibility to prevent air pollution in Las Vegas Valley. Therefore, the
Commis ion should protest the subject application and the other applications
associatc | with the growth-inducing project.

The above-referenced Application should be denied because economic activity in
the area of the proposed point of diversion is water-dependent (e.g., grazing,
recreation, etc.); and a reduction in the quantity and/or quality of water in the area
would adversely impact said activity and the way of life of the area’s residents.

The above-referenced Application and the other applications associated with the
water-importation project should not be approved if said approval is influenced by
the State Engineer’s desire or need to ensure that there is sufficient water for those
lots and condominium units created in Las Vegas Valley by subdivision maps.
These maps were approved by the State Engineer, and he certified that there is
sufficient water for the lots and units created by the maps. If there is not
sufficient water for these lots and units, then Clark County water resources (€.g.,
water created by conservation, water saved by re-use, etc.) should be developed and
assigned to the water-short lots and units.

On information and belief the Las Vegas Valley Water District applications to
appropriate water from central, eastern and southern Nevada should be denied since
the District has not shown a need for the water and the feasibility (technical and
financial) of the water-importation project. The District’s need for the water and
the feasibility of the water-importation project should be components of a water-
resource plan approved by the Public Service Commission of Nevada (see N.R.S.
704.020(2)(b)).

Las Vegas Valley Water District public statements and written material indicate that
approximately 61 percent of the water rights sought by the District (via the 146
applications) are to be temporary water rights. But, the applications (146) state the
water is to be used on a permanent basis. Therefore, the subject applications,
including the above-referenced Application, should be denied because the public has
been denied relevant information and due process.

The above-referenced Application and the other applications associated with the
water-importation project should be denied since removing water from central,
eastern and southern Nevada to Las Vegas Valley will adversely impact economic
activity (current and future) of the water-losing area. Some of the economic
impacts are as follows:

a. Agriculture: The combination of sunlight, water resources (ground water and
geothermal sources), technology for intensified forms of agriculture, and
growing markets (particularly in Las Vegas and Los Angeles) might create
conditions for new agricultural development. A lack of water resources that
can be developed would foreclose these additions to the economy of the
region and the state:
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» Fish farming using thermal springs
» Truck gardens or cotton crops

« Greenhouses for flowers or hydroponic vegetables, either alone or in
conjuncton with electric cogeneration plants.

In addition, the removal of ground water might damage the existing

agricultural economy of the area by decreasing grazing available for cattle

and sheep and decreasing crops like hay. Water rights are often gained by

the purchase of agricultural land that has the water rights attached; then the
purchaser takes the land out of agricultural production and removes the water

to another, non-agricultural use. The three counties most affected by the

granting of Las Vegas Valley Water District’s applications—Nye, White Pine

and Lincoln—had combined sales of cattle of over $7,000,000 in 1987 and
combined sales of other agricultural products of $3,500,000 in the same year,
according to the U.S. Department of Commerce. Removal of ground water

could affect existing water sources for irrigating hay, and decrease forage
available for cattle and sheep to the detriment of the agricultural segment of e
the economy of the three counties. )

b. Power Generation and Transmission: The removal of ground water could
inhibit or preclude opportunities for power production, which generally uses
water for cooling and in steam generation. The transmission lines developed
to connect the White Pine and Thousand Springs Power Plants to the
regional grid (with connection point in Henderson from White Pine), linked
to electric-power-hungry markets in Las Vegas and southern California,
might offer economic development potentials:

« Production of electric power from geothermal sources could be connected
to the transmission line for sales in the region or outside the state

« Electric generation from locally produced natural gas or oil, or from natural
gas from the Kem River Pipeline, could also be connected to the grid

« Costs of solar power are declining and, under certain circumstances, are , )
similar to other power production. Nevada’s climate and open spaces, -
combined with access to a transmission line, could make solar-power
production attractive.

Just as importantly, solar-, geothermal- and thermal-power production could
provide inexpensive power for new dispersed activities in the three counties
that are not now close enough to the electric grid for economic tie-in.

c. Mineral Extraction: Oil and natural gas offer major (though as yet highly
uncertain) prospects. There is informed speculation that this area is the last
major unexplored resource in the continental United States. Dwindling
supplies elsewhere, in combination with reduction of imports, could produce
important opportunities in Nevada. The development of other mineral
resources is likely, and some could be of significant scale (e.g., Bond Gold),
either as now, transported to linked industries, or as an attraction for co-
location (see below).
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Gold, however, is not the only mineral found in minable quantities and
qualities in the region. Silver, molybdenum, and copper also are an
important part of the economies of the three counties and so, to a lesser
degree, is the extraction of mercury, fluorspar, calcium borate, zinc, lead and
perlite. Each of these minerals is currently being produced in the region.
As demand in the world changes for minerals, these and others may make
important contributions to the region’s and the state’s economy. The effect
on mining of removal of ground water from the region should be fully
understood before the applications are approved.

Manufacturing: Space-requiring industries (e.g., Aero-Jet, Southern
California Aerospace, etc.), which are increasingly constrained in the Los
Angeles metroplex, could choose locations in the Nevada desert, particularly
if other infrastructure (rail, highways, electric power, water, etc.) were
available. Those interested could include:

» Manufacturers requiring Nevada’s clean air or large expanses of uninhabited
land

* Industry serving the U.S. Departments of Defense and Energy
* Producers of gaming devices or photovoltaic equipment

 Manufacturers dependent upon minerals extracted in Nevada, or serving
those industries.

Tourism: Though slow to develop, tourism and travel could increase
between Interstate Highways 80 and 15. Development could include
facilities such as attractions for those enjoying Nevada’s laws on gaming,
and health spas centered around thermal hot springs and Nevada’s clean air
and quiet, empty landscapes.

Geothermal wells deserve particular mention regarding tourism. The region
has many documented geothermal sources with varying temperatures suitable
for a variety of uses. It is widely believed that the extraction of ground
water will decrease the flow of these springs before their potential is fully
developed. The Japanese, for instance, especially enjoy thermal waters and
often make them a part of their vacations as well as daily life; Europeans
have flocked to health spas for centuries. It is possible that geothermal
springs could be developed into a lucrative tourist attraction, but not if the
ground water is so depleted that it reduces or eliminates geothermal sources.

Wildlife could also be adversely affected. The National Park Service, in a
publication about outside threats to Death Valley, says that "Environmental
impacts are probable to . . . Sunnyside/Kirch Wildlife Management Area,
Railroad Valley wetlands areas, Key Pittman Wildlife Management Area,
Pahranagat National Wildlife Refuge, and the Ash Meadows National
Wildlife Refuge if the [LVVWD] applications are approved." Damage to or
loss of wildlife areas could cause a decline in tourist visits to the region and
prevent expansion.

An unpublished assessment of Las Vegas Valley Water District’s project by
Mike L. Baughman reports that the three counties "contained 275 [water-
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29.

related recreational] sites . . . estimated to support in excess of 700,000
resident recreation visitor days." Nevadans, as well as tourists from other
areas, may mourn damage to these recreational sites.

f.  Concentration of Population: The state of Nevada should consider the
important public-policy issues concerning dispersal of population, which are
an inherent, if unspoken, part of the debate on appropriation of the region’s
water. Some of those issues are:

« Whether foreclosure (because of insufficient water) of economic prospects
outlined above preclude a more effectively and efficiently organized state
of Nevada, from both an economic and a political point of view

« Whether a large ($1.5 billion) investment in infrastructure in rural Nevada
could be used to encourage a growth pattern different from and superior to
the current concentration in Reno and Las Vegas

» Equity issues in the lack of representation of the state’s rural population in _
state decision-making (Q
* Beneficial use of sparsely populated land areas. "

g. Interrelationships: Many of the economic potentials are interrelated to, and
even dependent upon, each other:

« If sufficient water is unavailable for electric-power generation, not only is
electric power not produced and sold, but dispersed manufacturing or
development of tourist attractions will not occur.

« If the water table is lowered sufficiently to reduce or stop the flow of
thermal springs, fish farming will not develop, and related industries such
as manufacturing of packing materials or frozen-food packing plants will
not be built

« Without sufficient water for growth in residential use, even industries that
use little or no water may be unable to locate in central and eastern
Nevada. Any impact assessment that projected increases in population J
would trigger a requirement for additional water resources, a requirement
that could not be met.

When water that has remained underground for 10,000 years is removed at a
rate that is (even temporarily) faster than it can be recharged, that action will
change the future of Nevada unalterably. It is critical that the decision-
making process that concerns exporting water from rural to urban counties
fully addresses the complex nature of a region’s economic potentials.

Inasmuch as a water extraction and transbasin conveyance project of this magnitude
has never been considered by the State Engineer, it is therefore impossible to
anticipate all potential adverse effects without further information and study.
Accordingly, the protestant reserves the right to amend the subject protest to
include such issues as they may develop as a result of further information and
study.
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30. The undersigned additionally incorporates by reference as though fully set forth
herein and adopts as its own, each and every other protest to this Application and/
or any application filed that is associated with the water-importation project and
filed pursuant to N.R.S. 533.365.



IN THE OFFICE OF THE STATE ENGINEER OF THE STATE OF NEVADA

IN THE MATTER OF APPLICATION Nuunniﬁoi | R E C E H v E

Fuep sy.1as Vegas Valley Water District | PROTEST JUL 06 95
on._October 17, 19.89.., T0 APPROPRIATE THE

Div. of Water Resource
WartErs or..Underground Branch Office : Las Veges, N!

Rutherford Day
Comes now

Printed or typed name ol protesiant

Star Route HCR 10, Box 15 . Pioche, Nevada 89043
whose post office address is Sireet No. or P.O. Box, Clty, Swaie and Zip Code

whose occupation is....Mine Operator » and protests the granting
of Application Number 5‘ L/ 090 3 filed on October 17 , 19 89
by Las Vegas Valley Water l')"ii“s‘zii;t; PR to appropriate the
waters of Undef_ gf°‘m‘§ — T —situated in..... Lincoln

County, State of Nevada, for the following reasons and on the following grounds, to wit:

This application is one of 144 applications filed by the Las Vegas Valley Water
District seeking a combined appropriation of some 860,000 acre feet of ground and
surface water for municipal use in the Las Vegas Valley Artesian Basin. Diversion

estroy environmental, ecological, scenic and recreational values that the State holds
in trust for all its citizens. The subject Application seeks to develop the water

resources of, and transport water across, lands of the United States under the juris-
diction of the United States Department of Interior, Bureaulof Land Management. This

District in Clark County. The undersigned additionally incorporates by reference as
though fully set forth herein and adopts as its own, each and every other protest to
the aforementioned applications filed pursuant to NRS 533.365,
THEREFORE the protestant requests that the application be. Denied
(Dmu.huub)mwmrhhu.ue..ulheuumyh)

Engineer deems just and proper.

Signed.. W%
, T

Printed or 1yped name, i agent
" Address Star Route HCR 10 , Box 15
- Street No. or P.O. Box No,
Pioche, Nevada 89043
City. State and Zip Code No,

and that an order be entered for such relief as the State

Subscribed and sworn to before me this.._dﬁday of.._.. 19 ?(7
N /AN




IN THE OFFICE OF THE STATE ENGINEER OF THE STATE OF NEVADA

"TCEZIVED
IN THE MATTER OF APPLICATION NUMBER S_HQQSM_.

JUL 06 1950
Fuep sy_1Aas Vegas Valley Water District
LEDBY PROTEST 1, .. vwater Resources
on_...QQt..Q.‘?_er.....l.L.___....l9..8..9.... TO APPROPRIATE THE 1 u.cn Offlos - Las Yegesg N¥ )

Wartsrs or..Underground

Comes now M A_X /\/L‘\ anNn. g

Printédor typed name of n
whose post office address is Pd - Bd/\ L/ag"“" M"p:OC«I\-‘Q A '\/{‘)q-ia_ 5/?6"{3

Sirket No. or P.O. Box, Cily, State end Zip Code
whose occupation is R € T v -€_ i » and protests the granting
of Application Number L4002 filed on._... OCtober 17 19.89,
by las Vegas Valley Water District 1o appropriate the
Printed or typed name of applicant
waters of Underground situated in...... Lincoln

Underground or name of stream, lake, spring or other source

County, State of Nevada, for the following reasons and on the following grounds, to wit:
’7/’\{ ALP l-‘cq'r:ov\ S houwl] L Y Q\—QY\J-QA
€ caug-e (T indio 1'éuuzllr:| L ocumn LklaT.u{[:,
W]l iNncCveal§ € Tho wasST-e a_‘[\ wa Ter
and. lack £ Cleecl v conservullay
C Loy i Thee /as Decas Qalle 4
\\D‘Q‘Tew -ihsTv:c_T S-evu-‘cf Aveoa .

THEREFORE the protestant requests that the application be. Denied
(Denied, lssued subject to prior rights, ste., a3 the caso may be)

Engineer deems just and proper.

and that an order be entered for such reiief as the State

Signed W ) od W

A;*nﬁw

Address P () (3"“:;""‘1“:,"‘-6':?

P.‘ oc,[«-( \ 7(7"3";'“'5’{‘&['0{3

Cliy, Swute snd Zip Code No,

Subscribed and sworn to before me this...2.5..._day of. 9‘*/& 19.920

mm—mmmmeemm—ee—d ,M /C . M}v\&;

da | ot

Notary Public-Stata Of Nevai

COUNTY OF LINCOLN || State of N oL o omy‘ Public
|
1
.

ALICE C. SIMXINS
My Appointment Expires

Jan. 26,1891 County of Lincolus

n— $10 FILING FEE MUST ACCOMPANY PROTEST. PROTEST MUST BE FILED IN DUPLICATE.
ALL COPIES MUST CONTAIN ORIGINAL SIGNATURE.

294 (Revised 6000 .

onn e
“\



IN THE OFFICE OF THE STATE ENGINEER OF THE STATE OF NEVADA

EOTvg
IN THE MATTER OF APPLICATION Nuusan.siﬂ_o_é. ) R R eed E E

Fueo sv.las Vegas Valley Water District  \ ... JUL 06 it5p
on..QOctoher 17, 1989 TO APPROPRIATE THE Div. or water Resources

Branch Office - | o Venas, NV
Wartsrs or...Underground

Comes now L & CE Q}é '(B é/\[ <\ .

~~. whose post office address is QS( U ?- O ) %“7 ?ﬁ:@;&&&c&% \/ 8 ?0 9{%
whose occupation is. /ffﬂ/{é—d T TR, Bo. Chy. Smteana Zip /

of Application Number 5¢005 filed on October 17
by Las Vegas Valley Water District

Printed o typed name of applicant

. and protests the granting

,19.82,

{0 appropriate the
waters of Underground

situated in....... iincoln
Underground or aame of stream, lake, spring or other

County, State of Nevada, for the following reasons and on the following grounds, to wit;

This application is one of 105 applications filed by the Las Vegas
VaEITey WaEEsr Dy Rimg—t ) s sk
ground water for municipal use within the service area of the

4.

T rsi trel—a-auantd
of water will, lower the static water level in 184 Basin, will
CL THe qUaJ.lCY OL T i

further threaten springs, seeds and phreatophytes which provide

WA A Has T e at  er e TEsT =) y o grazing

livestock and other surface area existing uses.

£

P4

—

THEREFORE the protestant requests that the application be Denied
(Denled, Issued subject to prior eights, eic., as the case may be)

and that an order be entered for such reiief as the State Engineer deems just and proper.

-~

Signed

f;
Agent or protestang

ted or typed name, iIf agent

Address \S) ff) /D JZ{
o, AV a3

Clty, State and Zip Cods No.

Subscribed and sworn to before me this_._o J day of. %A% l932.

Notasy Public

TP n i
/F'(; ween <UDY A, ETCHART Stateof._._.
et MDY 2 STE OF imiach

=Y
PRILCTALS - CEPLITOLNCO. NY M
APPT. EXP. 1-21-94 County of

W §10 FILING FEE MUST ACCOMPANY PROTEST. PROTEST MUST BE FILED IN DUPLICATE.
ALL COPIES MUST CONTAIN ORIGINAL SIGNATURE.

3434 (Revised 600} .

N
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IN THE OFFICE OF THE STATE ENGINEER
OF THE STATE OF NEVADA

IN THE MATTER OF APPLICATION NUMBER 54003

FILED BY LAS VEGAS VALLEY WATER DISTRICT PROTEST
ON OCTOBER 17, 1989, TO APPROPRIATE THE.

WATERS OF UNDERGROUND

Comes now Owen R. Williams, on behalf of the United States Department of the
Interior, National Park Service, whose post office address is 301 S. Howes
Street, Room 353, Fort Collins, Colorado, 80521, whose occupation is Chief, Water
Rights Branch, Water Resources Division, National Park Service, and protests the
granting of Application Number 54003, filed on October 17, 1989, by Las Vegas
Valley Water District to appropriate the water of Underground Basin 184, SPRING
VALLEY, situated in LINCOLN County, State of Nevada, for the following reasons
and on the following grounds, to wit:

See Exhibits A through B attached.
THEREFORE the protestant requests that the application be denied (See Exhibit

C, attached).
Signed @ Q&)‘%——

Agent or protestant

Owen R. Williams
Printed or typed name, if agent

Address__ 301 South Howes St., Room 353
_Street No. or P.0. Box No.

Fort Collins, CO 80521
City, State and Zip Code No.

2-.&"-"'_"_9 ;
this5 —day of__July , 1990.

Subscribed and sworn to before

Notarylpdblic [~
State of______Colorado
County of_____ Larimer

My Commission expires :?/495;/Q?/

J"l/
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II.

IN THE MATTER OF APPLICATION 54003
EXHIBIT A

Protest by Owen R. Williams, on behalf of
the United States Department of the Interior,
National Park Service

The mission of the National Park Service (NPS) mdy be paraphrased from
16 U.S.C. 1 as conserving the scenery, natural and historic objects, and
wildlife, and providing for enjoyment of the same in such a manner and
by such means as will leave them unimpaired for the enjoyment of future
generations. Great Basin National Park (Great Basin NP) was created by
Congressional Act in 1986, "...to preserve for the-benefit and
inspiration of the people a representative segment of the Great Basin of
the Western United States possessing outstanding resources and
significant geologic and scenic values...".

Water resources at Great Basin NP include lakes, streams, springs,
seeps, and ground water. Associated with these are various water-

. related resource attributes. Two examples are described. (1) Pine and

Ridge Creeks which headwater within Great Basin NP and flow into Spring
Valley, provide habitat for the Bonneville Cutthroat trout (Oncorhynthus
clarki Utah). This fish species is considered by the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service as a candidate species for threatened status under the
Endangered Species Act, and is listed by the Nevada Department of

- Wildlife as a state sensitive species. (2) In addition to Lehman Caves,

discussed in more detail in II. below, there are approximately 30 known
caves within Great Basin NP. There may well be cave systems within
Great Basin NP which have not yet been discovered. Ground water is
important in maintaining cave features and is thought to play an
important role in cave ecology.

The public interest will not be served if water and water-related
resources in the nationally important Great Basin NP are diminished or

“impaired as a result of the appropriation proposed by this application.

In the legislation establishing Great Basim NP, Congress explicitly
excluded the establishment of any new Federal reserved water right, but
stated that the United States:'was entitled to reserved rights associated
with the initial establishment and withdrawal of Humboldt National
Forest and Lehman Caves National Monument. The priority dates for these
reserved rights are the dates of initial establishment of national
forest lands and Lehman Caves National Monument, and are senior to the
appropriation sought by this application. These reserved rights have
not been judicially quantified. L A

Ground water plays an important role in mhintainingﬂthe features of
Lehman Caves. The caves contain 1iving limestone formations, such as
stalactites, stalagmites, plate-1ike shields, cave coral, rimstone dams,



ity IN THE MATTER OF APPLICATION 54003
EXHIBIT A (Continued)
' Protest by Owen R. Williams, on behalf of

the United States Department of the Interior,
National Park Service

‘curling helictites, flowstone, and draperies. However, little is known

" about the*egology of the caves apd_thg role played by water.

II1.

IvV.

If the diversion proposed by. this application causes ground-water levels
in the vicinity of Lehman Caves to drop and/or alters the direction of
ground-water movement, ground-water flow in Lehman Caves will be reduced
or eliminated. The senfor NPS reserved water rights, water resources,
and water-related resource attributes will thus be impaired.

The NPS holds a water right to Cave Springs (proof 01065), with a *\;D
priority date of 1890, which was decreed October 1, 1934. By

Application Number 20794, Certificate Record No. 7573, the point of
diverston, manner and place of use were changed. The point of diversion

. 1s within the SW1/4 NE1/4 Sec. 9, T13N R69E, MDBM. This right provides

water for the current visitor center, picnic area, maintenance area,
trailer dump station, and park housing; and for the watering of lawns
and a historic orchard. g

If the diversion proposed by this application causes ground-water levels
in the vicinity of Cave springs to drop and/or alters the direction of
ground-water movement, ground-water flow to Cave Springs will be reduced
or e}im;nated. The senior NPS water right for Cave Springs will thus be
impaired. .

Located near the town of Baker, in the E1/2 NW1/4 Sec. 9 T13N R70E,

MDBM, is an administrative site on pubtic domain land which was ( d)
withdrawn from entry for use by the United States Forest Service (USFS). -
The NPS currently uses the site as‘a ranger station, office and

residence, with water supplied by a well developed when the USFS

occupied the site.

This site is under consideration for development by the NPS in the
General Management Plan for Great Basin NP, a draft of which is
scheduled for release in January 1991. The site would 1ikely include
administrative offices, a park maintenance facility, and residences for

. park staff including up to 6 single-family dwellings and an apartment

unit housing 30 people. Adequate facilities of this kind are vital to
the protection and management of the nationally important Great Basin NP
for the benefit and inspiration of the people.

By virtue of the primary USFS withdrawal still in effect for this site,
the United States has Federal reserved water rights for the purposes of
the withdrawal, which include use as a ranger station with supporting

2



VI

IN THE MATTER OF APPLICATION 54003
EXHIBIT A (Continued)
i . ‘Protest by Owen R.-Williams, on behalf of

the United States Department. of the Interior,
* National Patk Service

. facilities. The priority dates for: the reserved rights are the dates

upon which land was withdrawn for use by the USFS. These reserved

* rights have not.been judicially quantified.

The United States also holds. a portion of proof 01066, assigned on

June 29, 1945. Proof 01066 is a water right.decreed on October 1, 1934.
The United States entitlement to this right is 0.38 cubic feet per
second in summer and 0.13 cubic feet per second in winter.

If the water supply for this administrative site is diminished or
impaired as a result of the appropriation proposed by this application,
the public interest will not be served and the United States senior
Federal reserved and decreed water rights will be impaired.

As mentioned in item IV. above, the NPS is preparing.a General
Management Plan for Great Basin NP, scheduled for release in January
1991. The plan contemplates the construction of a visitor center in
Great Basin NP, to be “located between Baker and Lehman Creeks, within
T14N R69E, MDBM. It is anticipated that the water supply for the new
visitor center will be from a well. As the Baker and Lehman Creek

‘stream system is not presently within a designated ground-water basin

and the plan has not yet been finalized, the NPS has not applied for a
water right permit.

' ff thfs‘application‘and Las Vegas Vafley Water District’s (LVVWD) other

applications within Snake ValTey and Spring Valley Basins are approved,
there will be no water available for future appropriations. The new

facilities planned for Great Basin NP are for the benefit and

inspiration of the people. In addition, the park attracts tourists to
the area and is important to the ‘local economy. Thus, it would not be
in the public interest to approve this and other applications within
Snake Valley and Spring Valley Basins. 3»  syna

The diversion proposed by this application is located in the carbonate-
rock province of Nevada. ' The carbonate-rock province is typified by
complex interbasin regional flow systems that include both basin-fill
and carbonate-rock aquifers (Harrill, et al., 1988, Sheet 1). Ground
water flows along complex pathways through basin-fil1 aquifers,
carbonate-rock aquifers, or both, from one basin to another. Ground-
water flow system boundaries, and thus interbasin ground-water flows,
are poorly defined for most of the carbonate-rock province (Harrill, et
al., 1988, Sheet 1). " :



VII.

IN THE MATTER OF APPLICATION 54003
EXHIBIT A (Continued)

" .. - Protest by Owén R. Williams, on behalf of
the United States Department of the Interior,
" -7 -National Park Service

The proposed diversion-is located in Snake Valley or Spring Valley.
Great Basin. NP encompasses part of the Snake.Range which separates the
two valleys. Lehman Caves and the administrative site near Baker,
Nevada, are along the eastern flank of the range. Part of the rangeis

.composed of carbonate rocks which have been strongly deformed by folding

and repetitive faulting., Some water is transmitted through pore space

~ {n the carbonate rock.: However, connected solution cavities and

fractures in the carbonate rock provide conduits for more rapid
transmission of ground water.

The basin-fill and carbonate-rock aquifers in Snake, Hamlin, and Spring
Valleys are part of a regional ground-water flow system which discharges
in the Great Salt Lake Desert (Hood and Rush, 1965; DPettinger, 1989; and
Harrill, et al., 1988, Sheet 2). A regional ground-water potential map
prepared by Harrill, et al. (1988, Figure 5, Sheet 1), indicates general
regional ground-water movement from Spring Valley ta Snake Valley.

Rush and Kazmi (1965) estimated that about 4,000 acre-feet of ground

“water per year flows from Spring Valley to Hamlin Valley through the

carbonate rocks in the Snake Range separating these two valleys. Ground
water beneath Hamlin Valley is discharged into aquifers beneath Snake
Valley (Hood and Rush, 1965, Plate 1; Harrill, et al., 1988, Sheet 2).
The quantity of discharge is only a rough estimate, and may be much
larger or smaller. Where carbonate rocks separate Spring Valley and
Snake Valley, .other potential areas for the movement of ground water
between Spring and Snake Valleys occur. ;

Available scientific literature is not adequate to reasonably assure
that the ground-water appropriation proposed by this application will
not impact water resources and water-related resources of Great Basin NP
and the United States senior water rights. Scientific literature does
indicate, however, that the aquifers beneath Hamlin, Snake, and Spring
Valleys are hydraulically connected. Large diversions, such as that

proposed by this application, may impact the water resources of Great

Basin NP and the United States water rights in Snake and Spring valleys.

Besides this application, the LVVWD has submitted 18 additional
?Eplzgatio?s to appropriate ground water in Basin 184, SPRING VALLEY
xhibit B). ; . i

A. Diversions proposed by these applications would be about
91282 acre-feet per year. . -



VIII.

A IN THE MATTER OF APPLICATION 54003
EXHIBIT A (Continued)
' 7 ‘Protest by Owen R. Williams, on behalf of

the United States Department of the Interior,
; National Park Service

- B.  As of December 1988, committed diversions of 35800 acre-feet per

year and an estimated perennial yield of 100000 acre-feet per year
were reported for Basin 184, SPRING VALLEY (Nevada Department of
Conservation and Natural Resources, 1988). "

C. The sum of the conmitted diversions and the diversions proposed by
the LVVWD applications in this basin exceeds the estimated recharge
- of 75000 acre-feet per year (Harrill, et al., 1988, Sheet 2; Eakin
- et al., 1976) by 52082 acre-feet per year and the estimated
perenntal. yield by 27082 acre-feet per year. - :

An overdraft of ground-water resources is expected to occur. The
overdraft will cause ground-water levels to decline, alter the direction
of ground-water flow, dry up playas, reduce or eliminate spring and
stream flows, and cause land subsidence and fissuring.- The cumulative
effects of these diversions in this basin are expected to cause impacts
at Great Basin NP and at the administrative site near Baker, Nevada, to
occur more quickly and/or to a greater degree than diversions under this
application alone. The diversions proposed by LVVWD in this basin
exceed the water available for appropriation. The impacts described
above are not in the public interest.

It should be noted also,.that the LVVWD has submitted 28 applications
which propose the appropriation of 196 cubic feet. per second (141994
acre-feet per year) of ground water from the aquifers beneath Snake
Valley and Spring Valley Basins (Exhibit B). - The diversions proposed by
LVVWD in these basins exceed the water available for appropriation. The
cumalative effects of these diversions is expected to cause the impacts
described in VII. above, to appear more quickly and/or to a greater
degree than diversions within-the subject ground-water basin, or under
this application alone. This conclusion. is supported by the following.

A. ~ Harrill, et al. (1988, sheet 2) show an estimated ground-water
recharge of 177000 acre-feet per year for the. Spring Valley, Hamlin
Valley, and Snake Valley Basins. This estimate includes ground-
water recharge for Basin 194, Pleasant Valley. Eakin, et al.
(1976, TabTe 8) show an estimated ground-water recharge of
129000 acre-feet per year for these basins.

B. As of December 1988, the latest available estimate of committed
diversions for the basins was 41535 acre-feet per year (Nevada
Department of Conservation and Natural Resources, 1988).



IX.

IN THE MATTER OF APPLICATION 54003
EXHIBIT A (Continued)

‘ Protest by Owen R. Williams, on behalf of
5 the United States Department of the Interior,
~ -« National Park Service

C. .~ The sum of the coomitted diversions and .the diversion rate proposed
by -the applications in these basins--183529 acre-feet per year--

- exceeds the estimated recharge rate shown by Harrill, et al.,
(1988, Sheet 2) by 6529 acre-feet per year, and the estimated
recharge rate shown by Eakin, et al., (1976, Table 8) by
54529 acre-feet per year.: :

In this éppliéétion, the pofnt(s) of discharge for return flow (treated

efftuent) has or have not been specified. However, the possibility
exists that the return flow may be discharged into a hydrologic basin
other than the basin of origin. This being the case, depletions to
ground-water basins tributary to aquifers beneath Snake and Spring
valleys, and hence impacts to Great Basin NP (including Lehman Caves)
and- the' water supply for the administrative site, will occur more
quickly and/or in greater magnitude if return flow (or treated effluent)
is not discharged in the basin of origin. :

According to NRS 533.060, "Rights to the use of watér shall be limited

and restricted to so much thereof as may be necessary, when reasonably
and: economically used for irrigation and other beneficial purposes...”
Further, NRS 533.070 states that "The quantity of water from either a
surface or underground source which may hereafter be appropriated in
this state shall be 1imited to such water as shall reasonably be
required for the beneficial use to be served.” Implicit in these

. statements is a prohibition against waste and unreasonable use of water.

It is unclear whether the quantity of water contemplated by this
application, individually and.in combination with applications 53947
through 54036, 54038 through 54066, 54068. through 54076, 54105, and

+ 54106 by the LVVWD, is necessary and is an amount reasonably required

- for municipal and domestic purposes. .Past open and notorious practices

XI.

XII.

would indicate otherwise. .

‘The application does not clearly indicate the place of use, the

description of proposed works, estimated cost of works, number and type
of units to be served, or annual consumptive use. Nor, as described in
X. above, is it clear that the appropriation sought is necessary and is
in an amount reasonably required for the beneficial use to be served.
Therefore, the application is defegtive and should be summarily rejected
by the State Engineer.

In sum, the NPS protests the granting of Application Number 54003,

- ‘'submitted by the LVVWD to appropriate and divert ground water, on the

following grounds.

€J



IN THE MATTER OF APPLICATION 54003
EXHIBIT A (Continued)

Protest by Owen R. Williams, on behalf of
the United States Department of the Interior,
National Park Service

The public interest will not be served if water and water-related
resources in the nationally important Great Basin NP are diminished
or impaired as a result of the appropriation proposed by this
application.

If the diversion proposed by this application causes ground-water
levels in the vicinity of Lehman Caves to drop and/or alters the
direction of ground-water movement, ground-water flow in Lehman
Caves will be reduced or eliminated. The senior NPS reserved water
rights will thus be impaired. ;

If the diversion proposed by this application causes ground-water
levels in the vicinity of Cave springs to drop and/or alters the
direction of ground-water movement, ground-water flow to Cave
Springs will be reduced or eliminated. The senior NPS water rights
for Cave Springs will thus be impaired.

If the water supply for the administrative site near Baker, Nevada,
is diminished or impaired as a result of the appropriation proposed
by this application, the public interest will not be served and the
United States senior Federal reserved and decreed water rights will
be impaired. -

If this application and LVVWD’s other applications within Snake
Valley and Spring Valley Basins are approved, there may be no water
available for future appropriations. Facilities at Great Basin NP
for the benefit and inspiration of the people will not be possible
without a dependable water supply. It is not in the public
interest to approve this and other applications within Snake Valley
and Spring Valley Basins.

Available scientific literature is not adequate to reasonably
assure that the ground-water diversion proposed by this application
will not impact the senior water rights of the United States at
Great Basin NP and the administrative site near Baker, Nevada. The
State Engineer will, therefore, be unable to make a determination
tnatNggjury will not be manifest upon other water users, including
the .

The cumulative effects of the diversion proposed by this
application and other applications within this basin (Exhibit B)
will impair the senior water rights of the United States more
quickly and/or to a greater degree than diversions under this

7



XIII.

IN THE MATTER OF APPLICATION 54003
EXHIBIT A (Continued)

- Protest by Owen R. Williams, on behalf of
the United States Department of the Interior,
© National Pdrk Service

application alone. The diversions proposed by LVVWD in this basin
exceed the water available for appropriation. These impacts are not
in the public interest. :

H. The cumulative effects of the diversion proposed by this
application and other applications in Basins 184 and 196 will
impair the seniar water rights of the United States more quickly
and/or to a greater degree than diversions within the subject
ground-water basin, or under this application alone. The o
diversions proposed by LVVWD in these basins exceed the water ‘§£§
available for appropriation.

1. Dep]etibns to ground-water basins tributary to aquifers beneath

Snake and Spring valleys, and hence impacts to Great Basin NP
(including Lehman Caves) and the water supply for the
administrative site, will occur more quickly and/or in greater
magnitude if return flow (or treated effluent) is not discharged in
the basin of origin.

J. It is unclear whether the quantity of water claimed by this
application, individually and in combination with applications
53947 through 54036, 54038 through 54066, 54068 through 54076,
54105, and 54106, is necessary and is an amount reasonably required
for municipal and domestic purposes.

K. The application does not clearly indicate the place of use, the q ,)
description of proposed works, estimated cost of works, number and
type of units to be served or annual consumptive use. Nor is it
clear that the appropriation sought is necessary and is in an
amount reasonably required for the beneficial use to be served.
Therefore the application is defective and should be summarily
rejected by the State Engineer.

The NPS reserves the right'to amend this exhibit as more information
becomes available.



IN THE MATTER OF APPLICATION 54003
EXHIBIT B

Protest by Owen R. Williams on behalf of
the United States Department of the Interior,
National Park Service

The following applications were submitted by the Las Vegas Valley Water
District for appropriations in Basins 184 and 195 (Nevada Division of Water
Resources, 1990).

Proposed
Appli- diversion
cation Basin rate,
no. no. Basin Name ft3/s
54003 184 SPRING VALLEY 6
54004 184 SPRING VALLEY 6
54005 184 SPRING VALLEY 6
54006 184 SPRING VALLEY 6
54007 184 SPRING VALLEY 6
54008 184 SPRING VALLEY 6
54009 184 SPRING VALLEY 6
54010 184 SPRING VALLEY 6
54011 184 SPRING VALLEY 6
54012 184 SPRING VALLEY 6
54013 184 SPRING VALLEY 6
54014 184 SPRING VALLEY 6
54015 184  SPRING VALLEY 6
54016 184  SPRING VALLEY 6
54017 184 SPRING VALLEY 6
54018 184 SPRING VALLEY 6
54019 184 SPRING VALLEY 10
54020 184 SPRING VALLEY 10
54021 184 SPRING VALLEY ) 10
54022 195 SNAKE VALLEY 6
54023 195 SNAKE VALLEY 6
54024 195 SNAKE VALLEY 6
54025 195 SNAKE VALLEY 6
54026 195 SNAKE VALLEY : 10
54027 195 SNAKE VALLEY 10
54028 195 SNAKE VALLEY 10
54029 195 SNAKE VALLEY 10
54030 195 SNAKE VALLEY 6

Total 196



IN THE MATTER OF APPLICATION 54003
EXHIBIT C

Protest by Owen R. Williams, on behalf of
the United States Department of Interior,
' National Park Service

The National Park Service (NPS) requests that the application be denied.
Further, none of the information which follows should be construed to indicate
that the NPS asks for anything less than denial of the application.

If the application is approved, the NPS réquests the following.

I. The NPS does not wish to impede any legitimate ground-water development
in the State of Nevada, which will not impair the senior water rights,
water resources and water-related resource attributes of Great Basin
National Park (Great Basin NP) and the administrative site near Baker,
Nevada. However, reports by Hood and Rush (1965), Rush and Kazmi
(1965), Harrill, et al. (1988, Sheet 1), and Dettinger (1989) indicate
that Basins 184, 185, 195, and 196 are hydraulically connected.
Therefore, the NPS requests that the State Engineer establish the above-
listed ground-water basins as one designated ground-water basin.

The designation would assist in protecting the interests of the NPS, the Las
Vegas Valley Water District (LVVWD), the people of the United States, and the
people of the State of Nevada. If this request is denied, the NPS requests
that the State Engineer establish the above-mentioned basins as separate
designated ground-water basins.

II.  The NPS further requests that, if the application is approved, the
permit be conditioned by the following.

A.  The LVVWD shall conduct a scientific ground-water investigation of
basin-fi11, volcanic, and carbonate-rock aquifers to determine the
hydrologic relationship between Basin 184, SPRING VALLEY, and the
water resources of Great Basin NP and the administrative site near
Baker, Nevada. '

B. The LVVWD shall establish and operate a long-term monitoring
program designed to detect any potential impacts to water resources
of Great Basin NP and the administrative site near Baker, Nevada,
directly or indirectly incident to the appropriation described by
the application.

C. The LVVWD plans for monitoring and investigating ground-water
resources shall be subject to the approval of the NPS and the State
Engineer and shall include quality assurance protocol acceptable to
the above-mentioned parties.
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IN THE MATTER OF APPLICATION 54003
EXHIBIT C (Continued)

Protest by Owen R. Williams, on behalf of
the United States Department of the Interior,
- National Park Service

D.. The LVVWD shall quarterly, or at another mutually acceptable
frequency, provide all data collected and analyses completed to the
NPS and the State Engineer.

E. The LVVWD shall cease pumping ground water, or reduce the level of
pumping to the no impact level, in the event that analyses by the
NPS or the State Engineer create a reasonable expectation that the
senior water rights of the United States at Great Basin NP and/or
the administrative site near Baker, Nevada, will be impaired by
pumping permitted under this application.

The NPS reserves the right to amend this exhibit as more information
becomes available.
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IN THE OFFICE OF THE STATE ENGINEER OF THE STATE OF NEVADA

IN THE MATTER OF APPLICATION NUMBER 54003 . R E C E ’ V E D
Fusp ayLﬂLlésas—hugy_wa;gx_nimic PROTEST J UL 05 990

on.October 17, 1989 10 Arrrorriate THE Div. of Water Resources

anch'Ofﬂce-lasV
. = He eg,
Watersor..184=14, SPRTNG T . TIY 37 s NV

Comesnow__The Unincorporated Town of Pahrump
Printed or typed nams of protestant

whose post office addressis.. P-Q. Box 3140, Pahrump, Nevada, 89041
Street No. or P.O. Box, City, Statcand Zip Code

who i 1d tr for the people of Pahrum , and protests the granting

of Application Number... 24003 filedon_Qctober 17, ,19.89

by....as Vegas Valley Water District to appropriate the
Printed or typed name of applicant

watersof _JASIX KO, 184-1A, SPRING VALL Y _situated o ZLICOTI COURTY

Underground or name of stream, lake, spring or other source
County, State of Nevada, for the following reasons and on the foliowing grounds, to wit:

(SEE ADDENDUM)

THEREFORE the protestant requests that the application be. DENIED
s (Denied, issued subject to prior rights, #ic., as the case may be)

.and that an order be entered for such relief as the State Engineer deems just and proper.

Swned_ 22/ ——5= oy

Agent or protestant
Marvin Veneman, Town Board Chairman
Printed or typed name, if agent

Address.__ P.0. Box 3140
Street No. or P.O. Box No.

Pahrump, Nevada 89041
City, State and Zip Code No,

Subscribed and sworn to before me this_=3_7 . day of Q‘C'M-'— 19.Z2
R 27 W
Notary Public
State of SR TR

. n Nomyubnc-sma.orl-da-i
-\1;; JRISM RowLaNp |

'y Commission Expires |
Aprit 23, 1904 " ]

e e o e o)

County of.

.
N ae e -

" $10 FILING FEE MUST ACCOMPANY PROTEST. PROTEST MUST BE FILED IN DUPLICATE.
ALL COPIES MUST CONTAIN ORIGINAL SIGNATURE.,

434 (Rovinad 6909 o2 oD



"ADDENDUM"
THE UNINCORPORATED TOWN OF PAHRUMP
PROTEST THE AFOREMENTIONED APPLICATION
FOR THE FOLLOWING REASONS AND ON THE

FOLLOWING GROUNDS, TO WIT:

1. This Application is one of 146 applications filed by the

Las Vegas Valley Water District seeking a combined appropriation
of some 864,195 acre feet of ground and surface water primarily
for municipal use in Clark County. Diversion and export of such

a quantity of water will deprive the area of origin of the water
needed to protect and enhance its environment and economic well
being, and the diversion will unnecessarily destroy environmental,
ecological, scenic and recreational values’ that the State holds in
trust for all its citizens.

2. The granting or agproving of the subject Application in

the absence of comprehensive glanning. including but not limited
to environmental impact consi erations, cost considerations,
socloeconomic impact considerations, and a water resource plan
(such as is required by the Public Service Commission of private
purveyors of water) for the Las Vegas Valley Water District
Service area is detrimental to the public welfare in interest.

3. The approval of the subject application will sanction and
encourage the willful waste of water that has been allowed, if
not encouraged, by the Las Vegas Valley Water District.

4. The subject Application seeks to develop and transport

water resources on and across lands of the United States under
the jurisdiction of the United States Department of Interior,
Bureau of Land Management. This Application should be denied
because the Las Vegas Valley Water District has not obtained the
necessary legal interest (e.g., right-of-way) in the federal land
such that the apglicant may extract develog and transport water
rgaonrcgs from the proposed point of diversion to the proposed
place of use. -

5. The Application should be denied because it individually

and comulatively with other applications of the water importation
project will gerpetuate and may increase the inefficient use of
water in the Las Vegas Valley aater District service area and
frustrate efforts at water demand management in the Las Vegas
Valley Water District service area.

6. The Las Vegas Valley Water District lacks the financial
cagability for developing and transporting water under the
subject permit which is a prerequisite to putting the water to
beneficial use.

7. The above-referenced Application should be denied because
it fails to include the statutory required:

(a) Description of the place of use;
(b) Description of the proposed works;
(¢) The estimated costs of such works; and

(d) The estimated time required to put the subject water
to beneficial use.

8. The Application cannot be granted because the applicant
has failed to provide information to enable the State Engineet
to safeguard the public interest properly. The adverse effects
of this Application and related applications associated with
the proposed water appropriation and transportation project
(largest appropriation og ground water in the history of the
State of Nevada) cannot properly be evaluated without an in-



dependent, formal and publicly-reviewable assessment of:
(a) cumulative impacts of the proposed extraction;

(b) mitigation measures that will reduct the impacts of
the proposed extraction;

(b) alternatives to the proposed extraction, including
but not limited to, the alternatives of no extraction
and aggressive implementation of all proven and
cost-effective water demand management strategies.

9. The subject Application should be denied because the popu-~
lation projections upon which the water demand projections are
bagsed are unrealistic and iﬁnore numerous constraints to in-
frastructure and services, degraded air quality, etc.

10. The granting of approval of the above-referenced Asplication
would be detrimental to the public interest and not made in good
faith since it would allow tge Las Vegas Valley Water District
to lock up vital water resources for poassible use sometime in
the distant future beyond current planning horizons.

11. The subject Application should be denied because current

and developing trends in housing, landscapinf, national plumbing
fixture standards and demographic patterns all suggest that the
simplistic water demand forecasts upon which the progoaed trans-
fers are based substantially overstate future water demand needs.

12. Inasmuch as a water extraction and transbasin conveyance
project of this magnitude has never been considered by the State
Engineer, it is therefore impossible to anticipate a1¥ potential
adverse affects without furtger information and study. Accord-
ingly, the protestant reserves the right to amend the subject
protest to include such issues as they may develop as a result
of further information and study.

13, We, the Town of Pahrump know first hand the economic hard-
ship caused by over appropriation of water. Currently the growth
of the Pahrump Valley is threatened because of technical over
allocation of water. If the Las Vegas Valley Water District is
allowed to obtain all remaining available water rights in the
various water basins as they have requested, then all these areas
will be growth stunted at their current levels. We protegt the
acquisitions that the Las Vegas Valley Water District has re-
quested. The current request would destroy the economic and
growth potential of each basin affected.

14. The undersigned additionally incorporates by reference aa
though fully set forth herein and adopts as its own, each and
every other protest to the subject Application filed pursuant
to NSR 533.365. : .



IN THE OFFICE OF THE STATE ENGINEER OF THE STATE OF NEVADA

IN THE MATTER OF APPLICATION Nuuasmz.....
Fieo sy 123 Vegas Valley Water District - PROTEST

oN ber 17 1989, 10 APPROPRIATE THE

WarErs o Ilnderground

Comes now gﬂl//l//;?z ) N [a do A)
Prinied of typed nums of omgz
. whose post office address iM‘M—QZ@_Q:_—__.._«. S Vg@ﬂJ . A& d 22 Q Z
l Sireet No. or P.O. Box, City, Suate and Zip C

whose occupation is g/ -{;ﬂ CLXLLS Q) » and protests the granting
of Application Number 5 ‘-/003 s filed on Octoher 17 y 19_@2,,
by Las Vegas Valley Water District to appropriate the

Printed or typed name of spplicant

waters of Underground situated in..... :incoln
Underground or name of stream, iske, spring or other soures

County, State of Nevada, for the following reasons and on the following grounds, to wit:

72/'9 dplicatzon £s m/e,gg_Wﬁmxlﬁ//pn/ A;/ Zhe 4o Leons

sz Seelig b grpmprite . 575000 dure. =)
Q/mmdmmmm‘ze_azz'&aﬂ Lhe Seriuce. dreg. Qi Zhe. ORTRT

AL Ork Gomn‘z/ (tersingd dud CheZ oL Sticd; 2. ﬂ&ug‘&dﬁ%&)gz‘e/

%MM&M&M L) LPY bz sal, wiill odue o
Aeteet 24 4.0 ) y »
Tﬁmﬁ 2 gﬂﬁ%"‘f-ﬁj’“ ﬁ%ﬁ - 9% ;:‘:"ff““‘”‘m“i‘“léf/ﬂ‘, Yo s oS date,

. /’V
/S1ve s70ek @i O7Fer St tiae area EA’/J/P/"_IL\J/O ses. a4

THEREFORE the protestant requests that the application be. Denied
(Denled, issued subject to prior vights, etc., a5 the case may be)

and that an order be entered for such relief as the State Engineer deems just and proper.

<7 . )
Signed. s "2 2 7z o Q %%u

Agent orér6iestant

Address_ L2 &2 ’"‘}%‘;‘- "ﬂu

Street No. or P.O. Box No,

Lar Ligar. Ay P50z

CityState and Zip Code No.

Subscribed and sworn to before me this..28th. ___day of. June 1.3,

JOSTRUINE C. REIZ
Notary Public - Nevada

Clark County Clark
My ap;t. exp. Aug. 5, 1993 County of

"" $10 FILING FEE MUST ACCOMPANY PROTEST. PROTEST MUST BE FILED IN DUPLICATE.
ALL COPIES MUST CONTAIN ORIGINAL SIGNATURE.
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